Children are natural celebrants.
If we can make for them the
connection between what our
adult eyes see and their
time of ‘play’... they stand a
good chance of developing
a deep love and

appreciation of the Eucharist.”

“| eslie Francis,

‘The child and the Eucharist’
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What is the
Childven's ([iturgy? II

The reading of the Word of
God during Sunday Mass is an
important celebration in which
Jesus is still taking to us and
proclaiming the GOOD NEWS.

The message of the Sunday Readings
is often missed by young children 3z
because it is generally given in an
adult language. To the solve this G&
problem, the Franciscan Parish of the
Immaculate Conception has followed
the recommendations in the
Directory for Masses for children.

At the main 10am Mass in Clevedon,
soon after the beginning of the Mass,
the priest invites primary age
children to come forward and join the
Catechists (at least two each week)
for their own Liturgy of the Word
and

explanation. Parents are very
welcome to go along to ensure their
children are settled and comfortable.
The parents should then return to the
church.

In Greyfriars, (the Parish Hall), the Catechists
uses readings more suited to a child’s grasp of
language. The readings are normally based on
the reading for Sunday in the official
Lectionary of the Church.

Responding

The children gathered together respond to the
reading in their own way. This is often by
drawing a picture related to the readings or
by discussion and the use of published work-
sheets and books designed especially for the
Children’s Liturgy.

7 he Parish Community

After the creed and Prayer of the Faithful, the
children rejoin their parents and the Parish Com-
munity in the church.

They often present their work to the priest who
welcomes their return.

At communion time, children who have not yet
made their first communion, are

encouraged to come forward with their

parents to receive a blessing.
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What is the Qesult?

Through the Children’s Liturgy the whole Parish
Community, young and old, listen to the same
message in God’s Word. Together we understand
how God speaks to us and how we can make this
relevant to everyday life.

Sunday after Sunday, the young children in our
parish are made to feel an important part of our
lives and our celebration of the

Eucharist.

Without them, we are not complete.

Age and Times

The Children’s Liturgy is aimed at the children of
primary school age. If you are unsure that your
child is the right age, go along on Sunday with
your child and talk to the Catechist who will be
pleased to help.

The Children’s Liturgy takes place at the 10am
Mass at Clevedon. On the first Sunday of every
month, the 10am Mass is a children’s Mass. On
this Sunday and any other Masses which have a
particular children’s theme, the children plan an
active role in the Mass and so stay in the church
since the whole liturgy is designed for their own
needs.

Can you help?

The Children’s Liturgy Team are always grateful
for more help and participation from parents. If
you would like more information about the
Children’s Liturgy or would like to help as a
catechist, please contact:

Vicki McHugh (01275 876856) or
Tessa Lawrence (01275 340355)
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Franciscan Parish of the
Immaculate Conception
Marine Hill
Clevedon BS21 7PP

Telephone (01275) 873205
Fax (01275) 349001
Email: Clevedon@friar.org
www.clevedon.friary.info




