
Solemnity of the Ascension of our Lord: 
Thursday this week (21st May) is a holyday of 
obligation. Whilst we are unable to attend Mass in 
the church building, we are encouraged to attend 
Mass online at a website below. 
 

Mass: the Friars are still celebrating Mass every 
day for the intentions of the parish.  
Fr Tony B. is recording the gospel and the homily 
each Sunday. See www.clevedoncatholics.org.uk 
and scroll down to the video screens. We can enter 
into online Masses at the following places: 
>St John the Evangelist, Bath daily at 10am: 
stjohnsrcbath.org.uk/index.php or click here 
>St Francis, Nailsea daily at 12noon online at: 
www.josephfrancis.org/livestream  or click here 
>Clifton Catholic Cathedral, Bristol daily at 9.30am 
cliftoncathedral.org/ or click here 
 

The Sunday readings are a valuable way to keep in 
touch with God, or reading the Bible and/or saying 
the Rosary with others via phone or video-call. 
 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion:  
This prayer was written by St Alphonsus Liguori for 
people who cannot receive Holy Communion 
physically. During online Masses we can pray: 
Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most 
Blessed Sacrament. I love you and I desire to 
receive you into my soul. Since I cannot now 
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually 
into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already 
there, and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit 
me to be separated from you. 
 

Online Parish Community:  Very sadly we 
cannot attend public Masses but a group of people 
are working with Fr Reg to keep the parish alive via 
email, using the address: 
‘clevedoncatholicscovid.19@ gmail.com’. All emails 
from this exact address are genuine. Please check 
your junk/spam folders in case emails filter there. If 
you know anyone in the parish who would benefit 
from these emails, invite them to send an email  for 
news, advice, spiritual sustenance & short films. 
 

Staying in touch: if you can spare 10 minutes a 
week, a telephone tree has been set up to call 
people during homestay. Email the parish office to 
help out on: clevedon.immaculateconception@ 
cliftondiocese.com. Many, many thanks! 

Isolating but Not Alone—Praying and Video Messages: If you 
would like to watch messages from the Friars & our Deacons or 
follow prayer audiotapes, please click on this link> Keeping A 
Living Parish Page which holds a whole host of support for all.  
 

*** Please note: urgent message for those donating to the 
Parish by Standing Order***: please check your bank 
statements from April for duplication of your donations to the 
parish after updating your SO or Direct Debit donations via the 
Diocese. Some people paid their SOs twice due to errors in the 
admin process. We would not like you to be out of pocket. 
 

APM: Unfortunately we needed to cancel the Annual Parish 
Meeting planned for last month. We aim to publish a few 
shortened reports to inform us all in upcoming Newsletters. 
 

Blessed Virgin Mary Statue Team (approved by Fr Reg): in 
early stages of this project to replace the statue of Our Lady in 
the seafront wall of our church. We will update you asap and 
invite all to an awareness meeting when we can; you will have the 
opportunity to vote for the candidate statues you would find 
most appropriate, which will be financed with specific project 
donations. General parish funds not used. In uncertain times we 
desire to honour our Lady, Mediatrix of All Grace, for her 
intercessions to the Lord as well as her Motherly protection. 
Thank you for your thoughts,ideas & prayers. More info.: contact 
Maureen Geis or Deacon Mario (mario.kossmann@yahoo.fr). 
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Readings at Mass 
First Reading: Acts 8: 5—8, 14—17    
Psalm 65: May your lo O Lord; as we place all our    
2nd reading:  first letter of St Peter 2: 4—9 
The holy Gospel according to John 14: 1—12 
     Visit www.universalis.com to see Mass readings throughout the year. 

‘I will not leave you orphaned.’ 
 

At some point we all want or 
even need to hear these words. 
They speak directly to some of 
our greatest fears and challeng-
es; abandonment and isolation, 
loneliness, vulnerability. These 
words of Jesus remind us that 
we do not stand alone, whatev-
er our circumstances. We are 
living in a time of great uncer-

tainty. We do not have all the answers and many of us are fearful. 
Our fear points to the deeper reality that by ourselves we are not 
enough that we were never created to be self-sufficient. We were 
created to love and be loved, to live in relationship as people 
who give themselves to each other, to dwell, abide, and remain 
within each other. “I will not leave you orphaned.” That is the 
promise. Regardless of the circumstances of our lives, storms, 
death, separation, we have never been and will never be aban-
doned by God. Let us renew our faith again this week and hold 
fast to the promise that we are not alone, and we never will be. 

Prayer for Refugees:   
Dear Lord, let us not forget the poorest 
of the poor, who are the most vulnerable 
in the face of this devastating virus. Help 
us overseas agencies and medical per-
sonnel to find ways of combating the 
spread of the disease and help those who 
can to be generous with their plenty. 

Lord, in your mercy  R/ hear our prayer. 

Diocesan Prayer Link: we pray for St Stanislaus, Dul-
verton and Sacred Heart, Minehead with Watchet.  
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Keeping safe at home and online: the Diocesan 
website has an excellent resource page to inform us 
on how to keep safe online. Visit the website below: 
cliftondiocese.com/departments/safeguarding/ 
 

Youth Gatherings are meeting via Zoom on Friday 
22nd May from 615pm-7pm. If you or your son/
daughter would like to join us, email Tom on 
tafosman@hotmail.co.uk for an invite to the meeting! 
 

Fr Isidore Faloona OFM: we are pleased to say that 
Fr Isidore is recovering well in Woodford Green Friary 
after a recent operation on his liver. Your prayers for 
his continued recovery would be most welcome. 
 

200 Club for 2020: due to the lockdown the 200 
Club draws were suspended. March and April draws 
were not taken. This year’s draws are under review, 
pending the resumption of Masses. Watch this space. 

 

Refurbishment / San Damiano Standing Orders If 
you currently have a San Damiano Fund Standing 
Order donation please do not cancel/amend this 
order with your bank.  The Finance Committee is 
looking to find the best way to continue running the 
San Damiano Fund in the light of the implementation 
of a new Diocesan accounting system.  The Parish will 
write to you in due course about any changes to the 
San Damiano fund. We are very grateful for your 
contributions to this refurbishment fund. 
 

Offertory Collection: 10th May: no collection, 
Standing orders: £750.00 
 

Weekly Offertory Collections: due to suspension 
of weekend Masses the parish is not receiving cash 
donations. However, the parish still has to pay large 
bills, e.g. repair to roofing. If you would like, you 
can donate via cheque posted to the parish office 
or online—please click on this link: DONATE.  You 
do not need a PayPal account to donate in this way.  
 

Easter Offering: big thank you to all who have 
donated to the Franciscan Community in Clevedon 
during this Easter Season. Although the Masses did 
not take place in the usual way over the Easter 
weekend due to Covid–19 precautions, a number of 
parishioners expressed a wish to make a gift to the 
Friars. If you have not yet made an offering to the 
Friars this year & would like to, please send cheques 
to the Friary address: 7 Marine Hill, BS21 7PP. Please 
show it is your Easter Offering somehow. Thanks! 
 

Second Collections: are all suspended pending 
information from the government & the Bishops 
Conference on the return to Mass in churches. 

 

Children’s Letter-writing Lockdown Challenge: 
something for any children to do whilst being home-
schooled: write a letter to an elderly relative or 
neighbour, or perhaps a letter to a Care Home that 
could be read to all the residents. If you do not know 
the address of any care homes locally, please ring 
(01275 873205) or email the parish office: 
(clevedon.immaculateconception@cliftondiocese.com) 
 

Life Charity Online Quiz:   Great way to keep your 
mind whirring—share this quiz with family & friends. 
Due to delays with the final round of the quiz, the 
last round of the quiz is now this week coming. 
Please send all your answers to the parish email: 
clevedon.immaculateconception@cliftondiocese.com 
for a chance to win a bottle of wine! Click below:  

www.clevedoncatholics.org.uk/community 
Life supports mums-to-be with decisions around the 
birth of their babies and during the first few months 
of the baby’s life. See uplifting news from LIFE >here 
 

CAFOD Coronavirus Emergency Appeal: the effects 
of coronavirus on developing countries are awful. 
Families without enough to eat and without access to 
clean water or healthcare are particularly vulnerable to 
coronavirus. Your prayers and gifts would be most 
welcome: if you can, please donate as individuals at 
cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal. Huge thanks-CAFOD 
 

GREYFRIARS  PRAYER  GROUP If you would  
like to include a prayer during this stay-at-home 
period situation, please send a brief note to  

nq24@outlook.com . There is no need for  
personal details - Our Lord understands our  
intentions. God Bless, The Greyfriars Prayer Group. 
 

Spiritual Input Online during Homestay: during this 
very unusual time of the church building being locked 
and the need to stay safe and stay home, there are 
materials on offer to keep us spiritually and mentally 
nourished. Here are a few options: 

 PARISH WEBSITE: clevedoncatholics.org.uk home 

 Online Community Emails being sent to those who 
sign up using clevedoncatholicscovid.19 @gmail.com - 
contains parish news, encouragement and support 

 PARISH FACEBOOK PAGE: take a look-click here 

 Diocese Website homepage: personal experiences of 
isolation-www.cliftondiocese.com 

 

RIP David Thistlewaite: it is with great sadness that 
we learnt of David’s death last week. His funeral will be 
held this month for a small group of close family. 
Please pray for his family and the repose of his soul.  
 

RIP Lenny Redman:  likewise it is with great sadness 
that we learn of Lenny’s death on Monday in his care 
home in Weston. He died having received the last 
rites. Please pray for his family at this time. Thank you. 
Rosary for the Unborn: Monthly Prayer Intention: 
MAY: For women and families struggling with infertility 

 

Your prayers are requested: Terese M artin,  Fran 
Bainbridge,  Pat Boucousis, Rosemary Tozer, Margaret 
Norris, Norah Gorman, Christina Jane Rolls, Pam 

Dingley, Georgia Clay, Peter Shelley, Ryan Rees, Dominic 
Shelley, June Wilkins, Colin Hall, Jo Hickey, Maureen Youde,  
Christopher Browne, Pepita Golledge, Carmelo Scuncio, Janet 
Mages, Christopher Harris, Kevin Gallagher, Bill Hampton, 
Christopher Simpson, Audrey Thistlethwaite, Katerina Nash, 
Denise and Gordon Brooks , Sheila Wakefield, John and Carole 
Howe, Richard Catterall, Maureen Custance, Fr Antony Collins 
OFM, Ann Duddy, Fred Youde, Fr Isidore Faloona OFM 
 

Also, please remember the recently deceased in your prayers. 

Greyfriars Prayer Group— 
Mondays 10.30am—12.30pm in Greyfriars  

The GPG are praying for your intentions-see item below right > 

Greyfriars Friendship Club 
See newsletters for once a month meetings  

Rosary and St Antony’s Devotions   
Every Tuesday at 7.30pm in the church 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
Fortnightly on Tuesdays  7pm in Retro Choir 

Secular Franciscan Order  
Second Sunday of each month in Greyfriars at 3pm 

Catenians Meet at Cadbury Hotel  
First Tuesday of each month.  

Contact Joe Norman for more info. - 01275 877180. 
Busy Bees Parent Toddler Group   

Fridays during term-time 10-12.30pm in Greyfriars   
All groups are not meeting physically, but please 
feel free to contact the parish office for details. 
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