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Parish of the Immaculate Conception, Clevedon  

Online Community Update #26 

Sunday 14th March 2021 Laetare Sunday 

 

Message from Fr Reg 

Commonwealth Day last Sunday set Fr Reg thinking about 
‘common wealth’ and how James, Cephas and John urged 
St Paul “to remember the poor” as he left on his mission 
of evangelisation (Galatians 2:10).  

 

 
Laetare Sunday 

This Sunday is called "Laetare Sunday" because its 
mood and theme is one of hope and rejoicing that 
Easter is near. In former days our parish choir would 
wear pink on this day and it informally became known 
as “Pink-frock” Sunday! 

Liturgically Laetare Sunday is not different from the 
other Sundays of Lent even though the entrance 
antiphon for the day still begins with the Latin word 
"laetare" and the vestments worn by the celebrant are 
rose-colored, not violet.  

The day is important for adults becoming Christians 
because it is traditionally the day of their second scrutiny in preparation for 
baptism at the Easter Vigil. 

A mid-Lent jolly?  

Anthony Palmer found this article about Laetare Sunday and Lent in the Times 
this morning. Would God really say, “Go for it”? 

Jesus speaking to Nicodemus. 

https://youtu.be/ePr-cjVII9s
https://youtu.be/ePr-cjVII9s
https://simplycatholic.com/laetare-sunday/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/23bf07b6-8358-11eb-8dc5-6a6f238d9d27?shareToken=3dbd9e7e9ad3096868bc3b53ebc390dd
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/23bf07b6-8358-11eb-8dc5-6a6f238d9d27?shareToken=3dbd9e7e9ad3096868bc3b53ebc390dd
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A Prayer for Schools 

Father please hear us when we tell You of our concerns of 
sending our children and educators back to school. Know 
that we are striving to make all of the right decisions and 
need Your love and power to help us overcome any 
difficulties. 

Please watch over everyone as times and routines are about 
to change once again. We know that we can do anything 
through You, so please help us ensure the wellbeing of our 
school communities in the coming months.   

We give our hearts to You, now and forever.  Amen. 

Click HERE for more prayers appropriate to this time of Covid pandemic. 

 

Pray for Christians in Syria 

Neil Quinn wrote to us last week:  

“Very mindful of the Pope’s visit to Iraq 
(Middle East), tomorrow evening’s Stations 
by the Archbishop of Damascus and the 
Christian People of Syria (Middle East) sent 
around 10 years ago, I am shocked by the 
awful ‘picture’ painted by the same 
Maronite Archbishop Samir Nassar from 
Damascus, in this morning’s ICN news.  

I for one, hear and see news from Syria all the time and lose sight of how very, 
very awful it is, and how much they need much prayer and support.” 

Read the Archbishop’s report and plea for our prayers HERE.  

  

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/03/prayer-flu-viruses.pdf
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/41725
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samir_Nassar
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/41725
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Singing – good for the soul! 
 

The following hymns were chosen by Chris 
Oplocky to suit our Lent preparations. They are 
recorded with the lyrics displayed so that we can 
sing along. Click on each underlined link to hear 
the hymn. 
 
The Church’s one foundation 
  
A new commandment 
  
In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful 
  
I will sing the wondrous story 
 
Jesus Christ, I think upon your sacrifice 

 

 
Click on the each underlined link to hear the hymn and see the lyrics. 

Please share your favourite prayer or hymn with us at 
clevedoncatholicscovid.19@gmail.com 

 

 

Stations of the Cross – Fridays at 7:30pm 

We are following Christ’s journey from 
condemnation to crucifixion and death every 
Friday evening. The church is open for us to 
worship in person but strict infection control 
measures are in place. Alternatively we can join 
from our own homes using ZOOM. Praying and 
reflecting together is a powerful route to draw 
nearer to God. 

Contact Tom, at the Parish Office, for joining 
instructions. 

Photo courtesy of Anthony Palmer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jotNbcFelX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DopHQzNWDZ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Slj2qCadeGI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nAcpYr9I6Tk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jgzVGFXurgo
mailto:clevedoncatholicscovid.19@gmail.com
mailto:clevedon.immaculateconception@cliftondiocese.com
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The 5th Sunday of Lent – March 21st 

In this short, fascinating article Sr. Mary M. McGlone of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Carondelet interprets the readings for this, the last Sunday of Lent and the 
introduction to Holy Week. Read it HERE. 

 

 

HOPE (and the end of lockdown) 

"Hope is an essential part of being human." So said 
Bishop Richard Harries in a recent 'Thought for the Day' 
and he cited an example of Allied prisoners in the second 
world war. Those who had something to look forward to, 
he explained, perhaps a wife and children to eventually 
return home to, were more likely to survive long years in 
captivity than those who didn't. In this short article  

Eddie Gilmore, director of the London Irish Centre, explores this theme and 
what it might mean for us as we look forward to coming out of lockdown. Click 
HERE to read Eddie’s article. 

 

 

The Circle of Eternity 

John O’Donohue (1956–2008) the well-loved Irish poet 
and philosopher muses of the Celtic tradition of time in 
heaven being a circle rather than a line. 

He passed away far too soon at the age of 52, and no 
doubt he was immediately welcomed into the 
communion of saints, living in the “circle of eternity” he 
describes in this passage. 

 

  

https://www.ncronline.org/sunday-resource/march-21-2021-fifth-sunday-lent
https://www.csjsl.org/
https://www.csjsl.org/
https://www.ncronline.org/sunday-resource/march-21-2021-fifth-sunday-lent
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/41709
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/41709
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p099hlk2
https://londonirishcentre.org/
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/41709
https://cac.org/the-circle-of-eternity-2021-03-10/
https://www.johnodonohue.com/
https://cac.org/the-circle-of-eternity-2021-03-10/
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The Venerable Nano Nagle  

 
In the week that contains "International Women's 
Day," it is apt that we hear of a book about Nano 
Nagle, who abandoned a life of privilege and 
position, choosing instead to live and work in 
solidarity with those made destitute in her 
beloved city of Cork. Nano was declared 
‘venerable’ by Pope Francis in 2013. 
 
Nano Nagle also had connections with Bath – read 
about them HERE. 

 
Her biography is available to purchase HERE 

 

Dr Martin Luther King  

April 4th marks the anniversary of the death of Dr Martin Luther King. This 
prayer in gratitude for King’s life and work, is also a petition—that we might 
continue God’s work of liberation for all. It was written by Richard Rohr. Thank 
you Peter Kehoe for the suggestion. 

 

Photo courtesy of Paul Spindler 

 

http://nanonagle.org/
http://nanonagle.org/chez-nano-connections-with-bath/
https://www.messenger.ie/product/the-story-of-nano-nagle-a-life-lived-on-the-razors-edge/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/people/mlk.shtml
https://www.stkevinsparish.org.au/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RICHARD-ROHR_A-Prayer-to-a-God-of-Love-Power-and-Justice-January-2021.pdf
https://www.stkevinsparish.org.au/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RICHARD-ROHR_A-Prayer-to-a-God-of-Love-Power-and-Justice-January-2021.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Rohr
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Join your parish Lent discussion group 

Our weekly discussion group meets on Tuesdays at 
7:45pm to explore the themes in the ‘Dare to Dream’ 
programme produced by the Diocese. 

The programme consists of a series of reflections 
supported by videos, explanations and prayers available 
on-line. Click ‘Dare to Dream’ to find the videos and 
supporting leaflet. 

All are welcome to join the discussion group 
which uses Zoom to let members see and speak 
to each other from the safety of their own 
homes. 

Contact Tom, at the Parish Office, for joining instructions. 

 
Our Photo Journeys 
 
Thank you to the parishioners who sent in the lovely photographs of trees 
reproduced in this edition.  
 
The theme for March is “a snap-shot of a tree or 
trees”.  
 
Please send your photos to Tom in the Parish 
Office:  
  

Photo courtesy of Lynn Palmer 

https://cliftondiocese.com/dare-to-dream/
https://cliftondiocese.com/dare-to-dream/
mailto:clevedon.immaculateconception@cliftondiocese.com
mailto:clevedon.immaculateconception@cliftondiocese.com
mailto:clevedon.immaculateconception@cliftondiocese.com
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Thought for Today 
The greatness of humanity is not in being human, but in being 
humane. 

Mahatma Gandhi 
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For Fun 

 

 

 

 

Stay safe and well! 

Finally do not forget ... 
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Sunday Mass is available to view on-line 

If you are unable to go to Sunday Mass you can watch it 

via the internet at home. The parish broadcasts the Mass 
celebrated each weekend at 6:30 p.m. Saturday and 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday on YouTube.  A recording of each Sunday’s Mass will 
remain on YouTube for seven days. 

To find the live-stream and recordings click HERE.  Alternatively search in the 
YouTube app or web-pages for ‘ofmclevedon’ NB not ‘ofm clevedon’.  

This is your parish community 

We welcome your ideas and contributions to help make 
our online community a vibrant and relevant source of 
support for all at this difficult time. Let us know any 
general news from around the parish such as births and 

other good news and of course deaths. Do you have any intentions you would 
like prayed for at Mass? Please email your suggestions to our address: 
clevedoncatholicscovid.19@gmail.com. 

Security 

Please be aware that we will not use this email address to ask 
you for donations (these can be made securely on the parish 
web-site) or to seek any personal information from you. If you 
do receive any emails from this address that seem suspicious 
you may ask our parish administrator, Tom Osman, to check 
that they are authentic. Tom can be contacted by email on: 
clevedon.immaculateconception@cliftondiocese.com. 

Useful Links 

Parish web-site:  

Parish Facebook pages:  

Parish YouTube channel – please ‘subscribe’ to the Parish YouTube channel and 
you will be sent a notification when new material is published:  

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=ofmclevedon&sp=QgIIAQ%253D%253D
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=ofmclevedon&sp=QgIIAQ%253D%253D
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=ofmclevedon&sp=QgIIAQ%253D%253D
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=ofmclevedon&sp=QgIIAQ%253D%253D
mailto:clevedoncatholicscovid.19@gmail.com
https://www.clevedoncatholics.org.uk/
https://www.clevedoncatholics.org.uk/
mailto:clevedon.immaculateconception@cliftondiocese.com
https://www.clevedoncatholics.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Clevedon-900848283400416/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBTuAZfSAbx1s3HPltlYIYw

