
A History of the Parish & Church of
the Immaculate Conception,

Clevedon
2005 - 2022

As recorded by the People
of the Parish

Edited by
Austin Davis

Page 1



A Dedication
A Dedication to all those who have helped to see the Parish
function and flourish during the period 2005-2022 page 1-5

A Historical Review of the period
A Historical Review of significant developments, events and
news in general affecting the parish and the wider world

A People's History
An invitation to those who are a part of the parish history to

record their roles, experiences and Catholic Life

Page 2



Introduction

This work follows in the recent tradition of researching and
recording the history of our parish and church. Firstly with
Father John Berchmans Dockery, OFM with his Centenary
History in 1987. This was followed by Michael Huscroft and his
update of 2004. I am given the privilege to ensure that this story
of achievement and endeavour over the last sixteen or so years
is brought up to date as editor rather than author. A history is
best told by the people who make the history when it is
relevantly fresh in one's mind. I am about to ask parishioners for
their accounts of events, significant occasions both personal or
of a wider perspective affecting the parish. We all have
something to contribute, perhaps just a paragraph.

Some may say that the last decade and a half has been a brief
period when nothing has happened, but this is far from the truth,
there has been incredible changes affecting all aspects of life
and this will continue to be the case. All of this is important to
record for future generations.

In the next decade and a half we will celebrate the 150th

Anniversary of our Parish and Church, therefore with our words
we are laying a vital link to the future. The Parish Pastoral
Council is keen to see this inactive proceed with parishioner's
most valuable input.

Austin Davis, Editor,
Easter 2021
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Forward
As time progressed it was evident that parishioners were rather
sensitive and concerned when invited to write or even talk about
their involvement in parish life. Hopefully I have addressed this
as editor and including a small selection of iconic photographs
as part of the work. Fr. Isidor is gratefully thanked for recording
our parish life during his time here in Clevedon during 2008 and
2011.

I thank those who have encouraged me to proceed with the
work. My only qualification has been the confidence of the
Parish Council to ask me to work and produce this important
record.

Austin Davis, Editor
Advent 2021
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A Dedication

The first few pages of this work are dedicated to all those who
have made the parish thrive and flourish over the last sixteen or
so years.

It would be impossible to name everyone who gives their time
and effort in the amazing number of ministries serving the
Church and Parish. It is a case of neglecting to mention
someone who gives their time and effort in a humble and
personal way, which nevertheless sees the parish function. It is
possible that some of these people will give their account of
their various roles in the pages that follow. As Editor I will try to
list these roles to aid one's mind.

The Franciscan Community

The Franciscan Friars have served the parish since 1882.
Therefore it goes without question that those who have been
there for us during the time that we are about to unfold should
at least be named and gratefully appreciated and
acknowledged.

Fr. Reg Gray OFM first arrived in the parish as Guardian in
2001. He was appointed Parish Priest June 2004.

Fr. George Smuiski, OFM, arrived in Clevedon during the
Autumn of 2011 first as Guardian and later as Parish Priest. He
instigated a major refurbishment of the church during 2013-14.
Fr George is at present Guardian at the Glasgow Friary.

The Franciscan Community during the period of his work has
also included ;-

Fr. Tony Baya, OFM who has been in Clevedon since
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September 2018 and is at present the Guardian.

Fr. Antony Collins, OFM arrived in Clevedon in 2018 from the
Glasgow Friary, where he was the Vicar.

Fr. Isidor Faloona, OFM was at the Friary for a few years
between 2008-2011.

We also remember with great affection:
Fr Romald Docherty (d October 2005)

Fr. Maurice Ryan (1927-2017)
Fr. Roger Barralet (1934-2018)

During the period of this work two former Parish Priests died
whilst retired elsewhere:

Fr. Alberic Torrens and
Fr. John MaCaffery

May They Rest in Peace

The Permanent Deacons

The Parish is fortunate and grateful for the services of two
Deacons:
Deacon John Woodcock, OBE. Ordained at Clevedon
September 1997.

Deacon Mario Kossmann, PhD. Ordained at Clifton Cathedral
2014.
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The Parish Sisters

We must also remember the valuable help of the Sisters of
Mercy who left their Convent during May 2009. Their service to
the parish went back to 1936.

The People

The Church is the People and with this as editor will attempt to
give an overview of the roles that allow both the Parish and
Church to function. Looking at this in simple terms we all in the
home have various domestic duties to see to on a daily basis.
This also applies to God's House.

If we look at the various Ministries in relation to the Mass there
is a long list to record:
The Sacristan and Master of Ceremonies, Altar Servers,
Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, Musicians and Choir,
Welcomers generally known as Ushers, Bidding Prayer
Authors, The Prayer Board, The Children's Liturgy, First Holy
Communion, Newsletter Editors and Printers, The Flower
Ladies, The Candles, The tea and Coffee team,The Brass
Polishers, The Counters and last but most important The
Church Cleaners and those who launder the Altar Linens.

All these duties are by volunteers who give their time as a duty
of care and reverence, and above all with a matter of common
sense. Perhaps some of the Ministries will wish to give an
insight of their roles.
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Parish Administration

Over the period recorded in this work mention should be made
of the Parish Administrators who manage the affairs of the
Parish. Mary Bradley retired in 2017 after sixteen years of
dedicated service as Parish Secretary.

Tom Osman, the present Parish Administrator, was appointed in
2017.

Other Parish Administration Bodies

The Administration of the Parish is conducted by a number of
voluntary groups which meet together with the Parish Priest,
the Guardian. and Deacons.

The Parish Pastoral Council advises and consults with the
Priests and Deacons on matters affecting the Parish. The
Parish is a democratic body and as such the Chair of the PPC
presides at the Parish Annual General Meeting, which normally
takes place after Easter.

There are four other committees that are concerned with Parish
matters. The Finance Committee, which presents the accounts
at the Parish AGM. The Church Buildings Maintenance
Committee, which oversees any issues affecting the church
property. The Liturgy Group, who prepares the orders of service
when the needs are there. The Children, Families and Young
People's Group, who obviously caters for an important aspect of
parish life. All these groups meet on a regular basis and are
composed of informed and well qualified people.

The Parish Pastoral Chair during the period have been Philip
Baker, Annemarie Mitchell, Vincent McLaughlin, Mark Brittan,
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Peter Kehoe and Anthony Palmer. The Chair of the Finance
Committee during the same period have been Bill Hampton and
Barry Paddington.

Social & Education Activities

Various means of support are provided within the parish by
groups and societies. The Grey friar's Prayer Group, The Grey
friar's Friendship Club, The Saint Vincent de Paul Society,
Eucharistic Ministers visiting those housebound, Services in
Nursing and Care Homes, Support to the Food Bank and the
Jullian Trust. The Parish also makes Charitable Giving to
various Charities both locally and overseas. A series of
programmes relating to adult education have been held once a
year when this has been possible. The visit of David Wills,
Education Officer of the Diocese of Plymouth will be
remembered as an informative visit. There are many social
events held during the year such as the Epiphany Meal and the
Passover Meal. Parish Fun Days. The more scientific
parishioner wishing to see the wonders of the Universe joined
the Astronomy Club led by Deacon John Woodcock.

The Chapel of St Antony & St
Dunstan

The Parish covers a large part of North Somerset, Clevedon
and the towns and villages of Yatton, Wrington, Congresbury,
Tickenham, Kenn and Claverham. The Chapel of Ease is found
at Yatton, dedicated to St Antony & St Dunstan.
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The Parish is a part of Churches together in Clevedon and a
Member of the Weston Deanery along with our sister parishes
of Nailsea and Portishead.

I feel that as editor I have covered the activities and functions of
the Parish without naming anyone, with just a few exceptions,
qualified by being 'full time' past and present.

As with all parishes we see new parishioners arriving bringing
new creative energy for the good of everyone. At the same time
we see those who are no longer with us, taking their talents to
new parishes.

We must also remember those who have passed from this
world to their place of eternal rest. (See the 'A Memorial' below')
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Historical Review of the years
2005-2022

The year 2005 was significant in a number of ways for the
Catholic Church. Pope John Paul II died 2nd April, this much
loved Pope made a Pastoral Visit to the UK in 1982. The Parish
arranged coaches to Coventry and Cardiff joining a
congregation of many tens of thousands.

On the 19th April Pope Benedict XVI was elected as successor.
The Parish made a visit to witness the Beatification of Cardinal
John Henry Newman in September 2010.

It is convenient to continue the recent history of the Papacy.
Pope Benedict resigned his office on 13th March 2013 taking the
title of Pope Emeritus, the first Pope to have done so since
1415. The successor Pope Francis from Argentina was elected
as the first Pope born outside Europe since 741 with Pope
Gregory II from Syria was elected. So it will be seen that there
have been some interesting and historical changes over a
period of less than ten years.

During July 2005 The Franciscan Provincial Chapter took place;
Fr Reg Gray was appointed Guardian and Parish Priest, Fr
Roger Barralet as Vicar. Fr Maurice Ryan and Fr Romald
Docherty were appointed Definerators. Fr Romald died at the
Bay View Nursing home on 8th October the same year.

Dr Alastair Macleod, a man who served both his town and
Church with distinction died May 2006. Alastair , a convert to
the Catholic Faith was awarded the Papal Berne Mernti medal
in October 2002.

On a domestic matter, the boundary wall collapsed in part and
as the wall was not covered by insurance a large sum of money
had to be found.
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Looking further afield to Natal, South Africa the Franciscan
Order celebrated the appointment of Father Michael Vincent
Rowland, OFM as first Bishop of the Diocese of Dundee in June
2008. The Parish has supported the Missions in South Africa
over many years. (the above information came from Michael
Huscroft).

The Mercy Sisters who had been in Clevedon since 1936 sadly
left their Convent on Marine Hill in May 2009. Their service and
duty to the parish and the town can not be measured as so
much went undocumented ; however it is known that as Parish
Sisters they brought many converts to the faith by their
example.

As educators they taught several generations of children in St
Anthony's School. When the school closed the classrooms were
used as holiday homes. Parishioners Brian and Sheila Walsh
volunteered to manage and caretake this venture.

The Sisters relocated to their other Convents. Sister Eileen who
moved to Fishguard died the following year, aged 95. She is
remembered with great gratitude and affection as just one of the
many sisters who visited the sick and housebound during her
thirty-five years in the parish. It was a very rewarding
experience to attend one of the candle lit and soft music
meditative prayer sessions in the peace of the Convent.

On 4th October 2009 the parish celebrated the 800th Anniversary
of the Rule of St Francis of Assisi.

Pope Benedict XVI made a State Visit to the UK during
September 2010. During the visit Pope Benedict presided and
celebrated the Beatification of Cardinal John Henry Newman,
the 19th Century Convert to the Faith. The Parish arranged a
visit to Birmingham to witness the historical celebration.

The year was also recorded with the publication of a small
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book that was ten years in preparation. The object of the work
was to record the subjects of the stained glass windows found
in the parish church in Clevedon. The aim was simple:
parishioners were invited to adopt a window of their choice,
carry out research, and provide a detailed but concise
description. This was achieved with great success. Fr. Isidor
Faloona OFM used his talents as a photographer to provide
images making a most attractive book.
The names of the authors are important to record:
Paul Keenan, Michael Huscroft, Herbert Wilkins, George
Wainwright, Frances Turney, Barbra Graham, Mary Davis,
Austin Davis, Dr. Alastair McLeod. Elizabeth Dillon, Patrick
Tossell, Fr. Isidor Faloona along with fellow parishioners who
wished to remain anonymous .

During the period a Prayer Group was established in the Parish
by Neil and Pat Quinn who along with a group of parishioners
give time to prayer and support to those in need. The Greyfriars
Prayer Group has been and will continue to be a most valuable
asset to the Parish. Another new venture is the Greyfarer's
Friendship Club being under the care of Paul and Margaret
Spindler.

Another part of parish life is the Repository under the care of
Michael and Ruth Hale and more recently by Kay Nash and
even more recently by Jenny Hemeberry.

A meditative prayer group was started by Patrick and Elizabeth
Dillon and the Rosary Circle with Patrick Tossell.

Clevedon Food Bank was represented by Paul and Sandy Gale.

The Passover Meal was organised by Ruth Hale and
Annemarie Mitchell.

The First Holy Communicants teachers under the leadership of
June Woodcock.
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The Julian Trust with Wendy Sidney.

The 200 Club with Pat Carey, who stepped down in June 2021
after twenty-eight years of running the Club.

The parish has always been well blessed with gifted and
talented parishioners.

2011 saw the arrival of Fr. George Smuiski just in time for the
Friary Fayre, which has been a traditional event in November
for as long as memory serves. The event has a very festive feel
as Christmas approaches making it both a social and a means
of raising funds for the parish. Paul Stathers has masterminded
this event with great success over a number of years. Paul
being a retired headmaster.

Fr. George was appointed Guardian and later Parish Priest. He
was kind and considerate to all. He instigated the major
refurbishment of the church in 2013 which saw the removal of
the old red carpet with a replacement of a light green carpet that
brightened the church. This work saw scaffolding to the ceiling
allowing expert restoration to the decorations there.

Patrick Tossell, who has looked after the statues in the church
for many years, along with Tony Bradley made a close
inspection of the Crucifix and found everything was in good
order.

Mass continued whilst this important work was undertaken
making use of the Parish Hall which served extremely well. A
Mass of Thanksgiving took place with the Custos, Fr. Patrick
Lonsdale presiding.

The Parish had become a Parish within the Irish Province. It
previously had been a part of the English Province with a
Provincial, the Custos being the Franciscan caring for the
English and Scottish parishes, now reduced in number from
former times. This change of Province was last seen in 1902
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when the French Franciscans left Clevedon.

On 25th May 2012 the Rt Rev Declan Lang, Bishop of Clifton
visited the parish to bless a number of young people the
Sacrament of Confirmation.

The year 2012 marked the Diamond Jubilee of H M Queen
Elizabeth II. The parish marked the occasion by planting a
tree in the Friary Garden. It should also be noted that the
Angelus Bell is cast with an inscription making reference to
Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee of 1887 the year the church
was consecrated.
George Wainwright, a much loved and respected parishioner,
died in March 2012. George was a convert to the faith as a
young man and was a member of the choir until a few weeks
before he died. He was awarded the Papal Bene Merenti in
October 2002 along with two other recipients: Alastair McLeod
and John Barnett.

2014 was the year of Ordinations.

In the summer Frank Wainwright was ordained a priest of the
Clifton Diocese. Frank, eldest son of George and Veronica grew
up in Clevedon and trained in Ireland becoming a Brother. His
ministries have been as a Hospital Chaplin in Cheltenham after
which he was appointed Parish Priest at Bridgwater and
Burnham.

In the autumn Mario Kossmann was ordained Permanent
Deacon. Mario served the Parish in many ways and brought
new initiatives to the parish and beyond, such as Sunday
morning Bible Readings and services in care homes - an
example of Christian outreach.

The Services of Ordination took place at Clifton Cathedral with
large congregations present as in both cases several parishes
were there as the ordination was for three priests and two
deacons.

Page 16



The parish presented icons by Patrick Tossell to both Fr. Frank
and Deacon Mario.

2014 was also the year of canonisations Pope John XXIII and
Pope John Paul II were Canonised on 27th April.

Looking at the world as a changing one we were aware that the
UK was about to see a large shift of population from countries
affected by war, poverty and climate change. Refugees from
Africa and the Middle East came to Europe in vast numbers
risking their lives crossing the seas in small boats, with treks
across deserts and mountains.

In November 2015 an extra-ordinary Parish Meeting was held
to discuss ways in which the parish could prepare for a potential
influx. At the time there were no serious concerns for this part
of the country at least. Europe especially Greece, Italy and
France were faced with the majority of the unfortunate people
seeking a new home. The parish says a prayer for refugees at
every Sunday Mass. We are reminded that the parish was
originally a refugee foundation

During 2015 former parishioner Bill Flint, an acclaimed
academic, had his book published on Walsingham.

2017 saw the retirement of Mary Bradley as Parish Secretary, a
post she had held for sixteen years. In recognition of her work
as secretary to the PPC, Mary was presented with an icon
painted by Patrick Tossell. The post of Parish Administrator
was filled with the appointment of Tom Osman.

Also during the same year Paul Keenan retired as Parish
Sacristan and Master of Ceremonies. Paul had held this
important post for around twenty-five years. A Papal Honour for
services to the Catholic Church was awarded as recommended
by Bishop Declan Lang.
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The duties of Sacristan devolved to a small team that included
Michael Hale, Patrick Dillon, Paul Spindler, Barbra Blackman
and Anthony Palmer under the leadership of Paul Gale.

Parish Pilgrimages were held during the summers of 2017,
2018 and 2019. The first two were to Downside Abbey and the
third to Worcester. Paul Spindler organised these days out by
using his Headmaster's organising skills.

These pilgrimages probably came about by the Diocese
instigating 'The Open Door' Pilgrimages to Glastonbury
Downside, and the Cathedral at Clifton.
During July 2018 The Franciscans of Great Britain held the
Provincial Chapter at a retreat Centre in Essex.

2019 saw the 'Open Church' which followed a day of 'Street
Evangelisation' on Hill Road. Peter Kehoe, Chair of the PPC
instigated following the example of several parishes in South
Wales. The aim was to meet the public and in a gentle
approach inform them of our existence. This was looked upon
as a trial and to be repeated in perhaps another street in the
town. The project brought many to visit the church for the first
time. Editor's note: My maternal grandfather, born in Clevedon
in 1885 and a lifetime resident, was asked, at the age of eighty
one and visiting the church for the first time why he had never
visited the church. His answer was, “no-one had invited me”.

The annual 'Hope in the Square' event, organised by Churches
Together in Clevedon (CTIC), takes place in Queen's Square as
a fun day for townspeople. Tessa Lawrence and Joe Norman
have been parish representatives on CTIC an ecumenical
organisation, bringing Christian churches together in harmony.
The ‘Men’s Fellowship’ at the Baptist Church has also been
good at bringing men together.
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The Gift of a Statue

During November 2019 the parish received the offer of a statue
of the Blessed Virgin Mary to be placed in the niche on the
West Front of the church.

Just as the old parish church of St Andrew served as a Beacon
Church in the 12th Century the Church of the Immaculate
Conception, built seven centuries later and one mile up the
coast, had a niche holding a statue of Our Lady Star of the Sea.
This being one of a small number of churches built on a hill
overlooking the sea, it was perhaps the reason why the choice
of statue was made. However, harsh weather affected the fine
details of the Bath stone. The original statue became unsafe
and had to be removed. The niche remained empty for fifty
years. But in November 2020 a statue was once again in place
as a Beacon of Hope for all at sea arriving in the Channel,
rather than aid to naval navigation.

The statue portrays Our Lady as the Immaculate Conception. It
was Blessed by Fr Reg during Sunday Mass with invited guests
from the Stella Maris Society.

The statue is the product of a manufacturing process, namely a
resin injected into a mould and subsequently given a protective
coating. Thus with the hope that the statue will stand the course
of time against the harsh and diverse weather and climate
conditions that it has to face. Other issues concerned size and
colour as not reflecting the surrounding architecture.

By chance the installation of the statue coincided with the
centenary of the death of Canon Alexander Cory Scoles, the
architect of the church.
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The Pandemic

The long drawn out process of leaving the European Union was
overtaken by the concerns of one word 'Pandemic'.

During March 2020 the World Health Organisation, the
Government, and the Diocese advised a complete lock-down of
all churches.

There was later a lifting of certain restrictions. However terms
such as social distancing of two metres, wearing of face masks,
stringent washing of hands all of which helped prevent normal
life This is still the case at the time of writing; However the
church has faced up to the challenge and has remained open
for private prayer for two hours a day and once the vital
conditions were lifted for public Mass with a much reduced
congregation who at one time had to register their attendance.
The parish instigated live-streaming of Sunday Mass and
funerals. In this light the church has never closed. The clergy
have given messages of hope to all those who can connect to
the internet. Steve Elliott, a telecommunications engineer has
been the expert in seeing this technology works.

When the church reopened, Tom Osman arranged the drastic
revisions to the church layout recommended by the
government; Patrick Murrell organised the limited number of
ushers with a great measure of success. Creative ability of
Vicky McHugh was shown at Christmas 2020 with a virtual carol
service. Vincent McLaughlin put together a virtual choir as no
singing was allowed as it spreads the virus.

It is hoped that the vaccine inoculation will eventually prevent
the spread of this deadly virus and bring us back to some
normal way of life. The pandemic has seen so many changes
affecting the very fabric of established life. Two Catholic news
publications ceased publication after 160 years, indeed sad
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news announced during June 2021. As time progressed there
was a lifting of the restrictions. By mid July and the summer
months, life was slowly returning to some limited but careful
way of life.

A Mass of Thanksgiving on the 11th September 2021 followed
by a Barbecue and a Parish Day of Prayer and Reflection on
27th November gave the opportunity to see the way forward for
the parish and its people.

However as the winter months progressed the need to prevent
the spread of the virus was of greater concern as other strains
of the virus were identified. As we approached Christmas 2021
there was a need to show concern regarding the spread of the
virus, much the same as it was of importance as of Christmas
2020, The UK recorded 142,000 deaths by the end of 2021.

The Years 2020-21

The two years 2020-21 were marked as a time when the parish
lost so many of its parishioners, people we have known for a
long time. Their funeral services at first could only be attended
by family and close friends. The only option was to attend by
online streaming for those who had access.

On the 22nd March Cardinal Vincent Nicholls made an
announcement that there was no longer an obligation to attend
Mass as a precaution to prevent the spread of coronavirus. The
death toll for the UK on this date was 243 but as the weeks
went by the figure rose dramatically especially amongst those
who were over eighty years and in nursing and care homes. By
Easter the death toll in the UK had reached the 10,000 mark.

This was a time of lock down meaning that people were advised
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to remain at home. However by June the church was open for
private prayer between 8am and noon observing the most
stringent of rules overseen by ushers, as time progressed the
hours were reduced to two hours between 9am to 11am.

Private Mass was said every day. Tom Osman initially recorded
the Private Mass by a mobile phone but later a televised
attempt with the skills of Steve Elliott produced near
professional viewing. Other than this the telephone tree, the
website and the On-Line Community Newsletter kept the parish
together as best it could.

On 4th July the church reopened for public Mass but limited to a
number allowing social distancing. The church was divided into
four zones. At this time the UK had the third largest death toll in
the world at 42,000.

In that July Cath Hanley moved away from the parish after what
seems a very long time as Director of Music. This was certainly
a very sad loss.
It was a very difficult time for all, but there was a feeling that
kindness and help was out there in so many ways. Front-line
workers, especially the NHS were greatly praised for their
immense dedication and the public were asked to open their
front doors and thank the NHS with a clap at 7pm over several
weeks, this gave the opportunity for all to let off steam.

The Angelus Bell was re-tuned to give this vote of thanks. By
the end of August 2020 the UK death toll had reached an
alarming figure with thousands of cases in hospital wards. A
second Lockdown was announced on the 4th November for a
four week period, allowing Christmas to be as normal as
possible, however the cost of this freedom brought about a third
lockdown in the New Year.

During January 2021 several vaccines were made available
initially for those over the age of eighty. By April and May at
least half of the population over fifty had been invited to receive
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one of the vaccines. However until everyone worldwide
received the inoculation the virus remained a threat.

On the 22nd April India recorded 3.000 deaths in one day. In the
USA a 'People's Church' that had no intention of following the
restrictions to prevent the spread of the virus found that a
significant part of the congregation were admitted to intensive
care. The UK Government was under the impression that
communal worship was safe subject to the approved rules
however there were cases of the rules being broken on a
serious level in one London parish during Holy Week.

In May another strain was recorded in the UK. By now 500,000
people had been vaccinated with 36,000 of those having
received the second dose of the vaccine.

The Cathedral of Notre Dame was almost completely destroyed
in a fire during April 2017. The French Government appointed a
senior army general to take charge of the restoration. The
Parish Newsletter gave a video link showing the extent of the
damage and the detailed scientific approach to every detail.

The news of January 2020 was that for only the second time in
the history of the USA a Catholic President was elected,
President Joseph Biden, an Irish American. The previous
Catholic President was John Fitzgerald Kennedy who took
office in 1960. The Vice President in 2020 was Kamala Harris, a
woman of mixed race, and the first woman in the USA to be
elected to the office.

The period has shown that mankind continues to be unkind to
itself. Terrorist attacks, knife crime, attacks against democracy,
racial conflict and war. The parish arranged various services of
prayer and peace, such as the 'Manchester Bombings' which
saw a sad loss of innocent life.

Another historical event worth recording is that for the first time
a serving British Prime Minister was a Catholic. Boris Johnson
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was married at Westminster Cathedral on 29th May 2021.

The world continues to be at odds with itself with the ongoing
war in Afghanistan seeing so many in despair. However this
must be balanced by such world events as the Olympic Games
held in Japan and the World Climate Conference held in
Glasgow attended by 26 nations.

The world and mankind continues to be angry with itself in so
many disturbing ways. There is nothing there to shock us, be it
a multiple stabbing of a well-respected Member of Parliament,
Sir David Amoss. A man who served his community and carried
the Faith with him in his service to the country.

On the 27th November 2021 the Parish Council arranged a Day
of Prayer and Reflection following the call of Pope Francis for a
Synodal Church. This will come to a fruitful Synod in Rome in
2023 (also see below)

Christmas 2021 was much as it was in 2020. However, the
Church has regained some normality with a good attendance at
weekend Masses. The Carol Service was held with the
rejuvenated choir with Christine and Vincent providing much
appreciated music. Despite everyone being obliged to sing
through masks. The threat of the virus still exists with yet
another strain of CoronaVirus, so care and caution are still in
place.

Editor's note – The above has been recorded as the events
took place, trying to give a balanced review of the period, both
home and overseas. The need to reflect on the world stage is
seen as important.
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The Universal Church

The parish is held together by our love of God and of each other
as baptised Christians. As Catholics we are members of the
Universal Church.

The parish embraces peoples from all corners of the world. The
Parish has welcomed and greatly benefited the people who
have settled here from Poland, Kerala and other countries. It is
hoped that they will share our parish story by contributing their
own experiences and traditions.

Fr Tony put a note in the Parish Newsletter, regarding Mauritius
where he was a Parish Priest for many years. The Covid19
situation is complicated with a population 0f 1.27 m there has
been just 17 deaths. Fr Tony informed us during June 2021 that
the island has administered 400,000 vaccinations but the cases
of the virus have increased. Fr Tony asked us to pray for our
Catholic brothers and sisters and the safe return to communal
worship and the sacraments. This news reflects the global
situation during 2021.

The Synodal Church

Pope Francis' called on the Church to be a Synodal Church in
2021, asking the people to pray and reflect on the future of the
Church. This being a way forward after the effects of the
pandemic.

The Parish Day of Prayer and Reflection was brought about by
this calling. After much careful planning and organising the
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special day on Saturday 27th November 2021 opened with Mass
at 10am followed by prayer and reflection on three topics:

The impact of the pandemic on the parish.
The rebuilding of parish life and
The way we want to see the future and the protection of
our common home, planet earth.

All three topics were followed by discussion in small groups
and recorded for further reference and detailed analysis. The
information from parishes was passed by the Bishop to Pope
Francis in 2023.

The Church & the Community

The local community continues to be served by parishioners in
volunteer and in professional roles such as town and district
councillors, as school governors, teachers both serving and
retired, those in the medical professions. Those in industry,
farming and commerce. The major refurbishment of the marine
lake at Clevedon was overseen by a parishioner, as just one
example of community involvement.
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The People's History

As a parish we were blessed by the presence of Fr. Isidor
Faloona, OFM during a three year stay in Clevedon. His
valuable contribution, amongst many to the parish, was to
record events by his love of photography. Fr. Isidor has
provided a disk containing hundreds of images of which have
been downloaded on the parish computer. The Editor has
selected just a few photographs. The selection being limited
only by the nature of this rather limited editorial work.

Paul Keenan provides the following 'Peoples History' Paul has
served the parish for a considerable period as Sacristan and
Master of Ceremonies. He needs no introduction and has been
an important part of the recent history of the parish.
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A history of Anaklet Klemens
Borowicz, OFM (later known as Clement)

Fr Frank Wainwright has researched the life and times of Fr
Clement OFM, who was a member of the Franciscan
community in Clevedon between 1951 and 1978.

The biography has been included following the example of
Michael Huscroft in adding biographies of Fr. John and Canon
Scoles to his Parish History, published in 2004.

Brother Clement was born 15th November 1906 at Meijska
Gorka in the area of Rawicz in the Diocese of Poznan, Poland.

His parents were Franciszek Borowicz and Wiktoria (nee
Ryszkiewicz) and he had a younger sister and an older sister.

After primary school in Miejska Gorka, he moved on to
secondary education in Rawicz, passing his exams on the
31st May 1928. In that same year he joined the Novitiate of the
Friars Minor at the friary of the Immaculate Virgin Mary. He
received the habit from the Novice Master, Fr. Michal Porada,
OFM. On the 31st July 1929 he made his Simple Profession to
Fr. Ludwig Kasperczk, OFM in Wielun.

After Simple Profession Clement went on to study philosophy
and began his course at Osieczan on 2nd October 1929. After
only one year he was appointed to teach maths, physics and
geography as he continued with his philosophy.

The teaching began in Wronki but a year later Clement moved
with the whole school to Kobyino. Here he was also to teach
chemistry. While teaching he passed all his exams in
philosophy on 27th January 1932. He then began his studies in
theology at Wieium where he remained until 1934.
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Solemn Profession took place on 13th August 1932 possibly in
Wronki. He received some of his education at this time from the
Polish Primate, Cardinal Augusta Hlond. He received Tonsure
on 10th October 1931. Porter and Lector on 13th November
1932 and Exorcist and Acolyte on 29th January 1933.
Subordinate was on 7th May 1933 in Poznan from Bishop
Dymek, with Acolyte on 17th December 1933 at Wronki.

Priestly Ordination took place on 17th June 1934 in Poznan at
the hands of Cardinal Hlond.

The Provincial Fr. August Gabor, well aware of Clements
academic gifts sent him to the University of Pozan where he
studied science, he also studied mathematics and logistics
which continued until 1939. Four fellow friars were sent to study
alongside Clement. During these years Clement lived at the
friary at Weonki and was also chaplain to the Convent of
Seraphim Sisters at Pozan.

With the start of the Second World War in 1939 Clement had to
stop wearing his Franciscan habit and dress as a labourer. In
1940 Bishop Dymek asked Clement to move to Zoaszyn to look
after an elderly priest. It was considered a safe place for
Clement to be. But news of arrests caused him to move several
times. He spent a while back in Miejska Gorka and then to
Zmigrod. On 29th May 1942 he was arrested in Zmigrod and
sent to prison in Wroclaw. Soon after he was moved to Forcie
VII prison in Poznan as a slave labourer. He was forced to
make baskets and clean the latrines. However, because of his
academic skills he was made to help with building plans which
included the camp in Zabikowo.

On the 27th March 1943 Clement was sent to Dachau and given
the prison number 44349. It seems much of the forced labour
involved farming. Approximately1240 Catholic Priests died in
Dachau, 830 of whom were Polish, 11 of which were Friars
Minor – (Source, Fr. Auereius Mertens, OFM).
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Priests did the best they could to hear confessions and offer
clandestine Masses. Among the extraordinary happenings of
these dark days was a secret ordination. In December 1944
Karl Leisner, a Deacon from Munster was dying of tuberculosis
in the camp. Monsignor Gabriel Piquet, Bishop of
Clermont-Ferrand had arrived in the camp two months before
and was able to organise the necessary documents to ordain
Karl as Priest on Gaudete Sunday. The objects needed for the
ceremony were secretly scrounged and a crozier and vestments
were improvised. The First Mass had to be postponed by a
week. He died on 12th August 1945 at Planegg near Munich and
was Beatified in 1996 by Pope John Paul the Second.

Among others from Dachau who were Beatified were the
Blessed Gernard Hirsch Felder and the Carmelite friar Titus
Brandsma. A fellow Franciscan, Anstatazt Jakub Pankiewicz,
OFM, Patron of the Polish Scouts was Beatified on 13th June
1999. Blessed Sefan Wincenty Felichowski died while still a
prisoner in 1945.

Liberation came by the US army on 29th April 1945. After
liberation Clement spent a very short time in Germany. He then
taught maths in a Polish secondary school in Salzburg under
the care of the Red Cross. He later moved with the whole
school to Italy.

Clement arrived in England on 30th September 1946. He began
teaching maths at a girl's school in West Chiltington, which
moved to Stowell Park in Gloucestershire in 1947. The school
closed in 1951 and Clement joined the Franciscan Community
in Clevedon where he remained for the next 27 years. A Friar
Stanslaw Potoczny OFM, had also worked in the
Gloucestershire area for a while.

Clement took on the role of chaplain to the Polish community
and spent every weekend travelling to say Mass in Stroud,
Cheltenham and Gloucester, where he ministered under the
direction of the Polish Mission to Britain. He refused money for
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this work but in return asked various Polish families to cook him
a Polish meal after Sunday Masses. The Polish community
always supplied Clement with a good car.

Two other friars also worked in the West Country, Fr. Lucjan
Luszcki OFM was the first official Chaplain to the Polish
community in Bristol from 1948 to 1951. He was followed by Fr.
Ryszard Gruza OFM, who stayed in Bristol until he was
appointed to Rome in 1964.

Clement took his turn at Masses in Clevedon when not working
with the Polish community but seemed to stop this when the
Mass changed from Latin to English. He then celebrated daily
Mass in the community choir at about 5am.

The ailing heating and water system in the friary took much of
Clement's time and many a friar appreciated his engineering
skills to keep the place warm. At other times he could be found
mowing the lawns and generally helping with practical jobs. His
skills as a car mechanic proved very useful at times.

The time of imprisonment caused Clement much mental torture
and he became obsessed with security. He also found it very
difficult sleeping. Clement rarely wore his habit outside of the
church and friary as he feared he was being followed. His fears
were much increased when Fr. Henryk Borynski disappeared
from his home in Bradford in June 1953. Father Henryk had
preached with great passion against communism during his
sermons in Yorkshire.

Towards the end of his time in Clevedon Clement visited Poland
and was reunited with his two sisters for the first time in 30
years. He made a second trip a year or so later.

In 1978 the building of a smaller friary meant Clement had to
move to Forest Gate. This must have been a terrible wrench for
him after 32 years in the Clifton Diocese.
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In 1987, failing health meant that Clement needed care and he
moved to Laxton Hall, Northamptonshire where he died on 27th

December 1989 aged 84. He had earlier considered moving
back to Poland but this never came to pass.

Clement was described in his obituary as, ‘... strict on himself
but gentle and kind to others. His dedication to the Polish
Community and to his Franciscan life was generous and
total…'.

Editor's note – The original friary could only be described as
massive in structure and difficult to maintain. However it was
the home of the Franciscan Community for 95 years. The
building was originally built as a hotel and had included a
considerable plot of land attached which is now Friary Close.
This was sold with the demolition of the old friary. The present
friary was built in 1978.
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