Parish Conversation in the Spirit 22nd
September 2024

Report

Introduction
40 parishioners and guests enjoyed a bring-and-share lunch in Greyfriars Hall and attended the meeting
afterwards.

The purpose of the meeting was to start a process of engaging parishioners (us) in supporting existing
pastoral activity and in planning and delivering new pastoral initiatives that parishioners (we) consider
important.

The meeting used the ‘Conversation in the Spirit’ approach that encouraged us to listen to each other
and to the promptings of the Holy Spirit working within us, and to contribute our thoughts without fear
of challenge. Above all the format created time and space for the Holy Spirit to be heard.

The meeting divided into 4 small discussion groups assisted by a facilitator and note-taker. In each group
we considered the same two questions: How does the parish help us live out our Catholic faith and what
more do we need? How should the parish respond to the likely changes over the next 5 to 10 years?

The next evening the organising team were invited to meet to review the notes from the group
discussions.

The team conclusions

A success!
The parish meeting brought together a diverse group of parishioners representing both women and

men, a wide range of ages, families caring for children, older couples and single people, new as well as
established parishioners, and ethnic and cultural minority groups. In this respect it was highly successful
- we had the privilege of listening to each other's needs and we had the chance to share our own
thoughts.
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The outcomes
The needs and opinions expressed were wide-ranging. However the organising team have discerned a

number of broad themes that they agreed we work on together as a parish community. We have
summarised these in the first appendix.

A reality check ... and an opportunity
As ever there is much more that could be done than there are hands currently willing and able to do it.

But our personal circumstances change. By identifying and sharing what is important to our parish
community we create opportunities to contribute, perhaps in ways we had not previously thought
about.

Building on these foundations
We have started a process. Through this process we all can have a voice and be heard. Through this

process we will encourage and enable all of us to contribute to our parish community as best we can.

We are planning a Parish Celebration for Sunday 8th December which, appropriately for our parish, is the
Feast of the Immaculate Conception. We will use this second ‘Conversation in the Spirit’ to celebrate all
that is good in our parish today, to think in more depth about the importance of supporting parents,
young adults and children to continue their journey of faith AND what we can do to support the many
people already active in parish ministries.

Don’t forget the Holy Spirit

Finally we place our trust in the Holy Spirit to inspire us to build on this work and to guide our decisions
as we take the next steps.

Written by Anthony Palmer (antpalll@Gmail.com)

25th September 2024
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Appendix 1

3 Major Themes Emerging from the Group Conversations

1 - We celebrate all the good things about our Parish Community

The parish is valued by parishioners

A centre of faith
A place of peace and comfort
A place of belonging

A place of stability within a changing world
The parish community is friendly and welcoming

e We areinclusive
e \We offer opportunities to be involved

The parish community is active and generous in giving time

e There are many ways in which the parish provides opportunities for us to contribute to the
liturgy and parish life

e There are many ways in which we can find support and growth within parish groups
Individuals contribute to the common good in so many different ways

2 - We need to support the work people are already doing in the parish

Many of us are already involved in organising and contributing time to ministries and groups in the
parish. (Just look at the annual parish report April 2024).

How well do we know these groups and ministries? Who organises them? What do they do? Are they
relevant to me and my circumstances? Can | join too? How might | support them?
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3 - We need to evangelise more

Marriage is a sacrament of mission. We need to find ways of helping parents continue their journey of
faith in the church and in supporting their children take their first steps.

We have a great Children’s Liturgy and First Communion programme. We could support our catechists’
work by finding ways to support the needs of Catholic parents.

What about the formation of children after First Communion and up to Confirmation? How can we
engage parents in the importance of this? How can we motivate children to increase their knowledge of
Christ and His teaching?

There was a strong desire expressed for more adult formation in Christianity and in Catholicism. We have
run educational programmes in the past that have been valued and well received. We need to continue
with them.

2025 is a Catholic Jubilee Year - a Jubilee or Holy Year is a special year of forgiveness and reconciliation,
in which people are invited to come back into right-relationship with God, with one another, and with all
of creation. How can we use the Jubilee to inspire and guide us in evangelising within our parish
community and beyond?
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Appendix 2

The organising team

| would like to thank the team that designed and ran our ‘Conversation in the Spirit’, especially those
making the ‘pulpit’ announcements, the note-takers, the group facilitators and (vitally important)
organising the lunch. It was noticeable how sharing food beforehand helped the flow of the subsequent
conversations.

These are the people involved in the team:

Mary Bradley

Marian Crewe

Fr Reg Gray

Jinto Joy

Judy Marshall

Basia and Vincent McLaughlin
Tom Osman

Liz Owens

Lynn and Anthony Palmer
John Vaughan-Shaw

Paul Stathers

Carmel Weir

Lorraine Winser

Finally a thank you to those kind people, not named here, who stepped forward on the day to help in the
kitchen and to clear up!

Anthony Palmer

Page 5



