Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHCs)

The celebration of the Eucharist is the highpoint of Catholic Liturgy "the summit toward
which the activity of the Church is directed” {Sacrosanctum Concilium, 10).

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are lay people, members of the parish
community, who cooperate in the sacred ministry of the priest when they exercise their
ministry at Mass.

We currently have sixteen parishioners who serve as EMHCs in Clevedon and additional
EMHCs in Yatton. Two EMHC have come off the rota since the last AGM report. We are
grateful to them for their dedicated service to our parish. Most EMHCs in Clevedon attend
the Sunday morning Mass, and availability for Saturday evenings is more limited. For this
reason, in August 2024, it was decided to only allocate one EMHC to the Saturday evening
Mass. A new rota showing the allocation of EMHCs for the coming months is issued every
two months.

A number of parishioners also take Holy Communion to the sick and housebound.
Basia MclLaughlin

Reader’s Group

To be a reader in our church is a great privilege, but also is an awesome responsibility.
The people in the team are fully aware that they are speaking the words of God, who
wants the congregation to hear and understand what message that our Lord wants to
put into an individual’'s heart.

Therefore, there is need for serious and lengthy preparation before the reader stands
at the lectern to deliver the text. The reader is expected to read and digest the text |
and present it in a clear unambiguous way. There are sometimes occasions when one

of us is called to stand in at short notice and they may not be as confident as they
should be, but this is rare and the team members are usually well prepared.

The acoustics in our church are very good and have been improved over the past
three years with new up to date microphones and adjustments to the lectern which
enables the reader to raise his/her head so that they can be better understood by the
congregation. Most of us have recently attended seminars concerning the
presentation of the new Liturgy .

We are always looking for new additions to the team and if anyone might be unsure
about your ability to do it well, please consider contacting me by email or phone and
you can have a try with me in an empty church and judge for yourself. Please pray
about it and consider having a go! It is a ministry and a most worthy one at that. If you
have any comments regarding any aspect of what we do, whether good or not so
good, please make contact.

Paul Stathers ptstathers@agmail.com or 079298479265




Yatton Chapel (Chapel of St Dunstan and St Antony) Report

for Annual Parish Meeting 27 April 2025.

Thanks to support of our Friars, the Chapel community continues to thrive with numbers
increasing this year to around twenty five or more for the 8.30am Sunday Mass. Singing is
unaccompanied but well supported, led by an informal group which meets most
Wednesdays and is always looking for newcomers. The Chapel is blessed with many willing
volunteers, readers, cleaners, gardeners, flower arrangers and general contributors behind
the scenes, ensuring a bright and worthy welcome. A special thanks to those who care for
the fabric, never more so than in preventing flooding from the neighbouring hills when the
Chapel bears a close similarity to Noah’s Ark!

There are refreshments after Mass once a month and occasional sales of homemade
preserves in aid of ‘Cots for Tots’. At Christmas we hold an informal Carol service and during
Lent weekly Stations of the Cross, as well as joining with our local C of E and Methodist
friends for a weekly soup lunch with thirty to forty present in the Methodists’ hall.

Besides participating at Clevedon in person, we are kept in touch with our Mother Church
by the Yatton ‘diplomatic bag’ which appears each week with all the latest news and returns
that much heavier with Second Collections!

For early morning risers, you will find a warm and friendly welcome.

CTIC report for APM April 2025

‘Churches Together in Clevedon’ seeks to promote mutual understanding and cooperation
between churches in furthering the Gospel message. It includes the great majority of
Clevedon churches along with the YMCA, Changing Lives, Clevedon Care, Clevedon District
Foodbank and Somerset Credit Union as partners. Representatives meet four times per year,
plus sub-committees. The full meetings largely deal with updated reports, future planning
and finance. The present Chair is Peter Kember of Living Waters Church.

Invitations and activities 2024/25 have included :

Praise and Worship Service : Immaculate Conception | Passover Meal: Immaculate Conception
United Service, Christchurch: ‘Go and do likewise’. Good Friday Act of Witness in Queen’s
Square: Baptist
CTIC Picnic: Immaculate Conception Easter Morning Sunrise Service
World Day of Prayer: Methodists, Kenn Rd United Service in Praise of Creation:
Methodists, Kenn Rd.
Taize Service: Immaculate Conception. United Service, St Mary’s: Week of Christian
Unity; Christians against Poverty. }

Prayer4Clevedon takes place on a regular weekly basis. The CTIC ‘Town Chaplaincy’ activities
are led by the Baptist Church and include the local distribution of Advent Calendars and
Easter Eggs plus pamphlets.

Parish representatives, Tessa Lawrence, John Vaughan-Shaw.




Music Liturgy (The Sunday Choir) Report for APM 2025

The purpose of this group is to bring music to the Sunday morning Mass and to other significant
celebrations.

Where possible we follow the guidance of the Music Committee of the Bishops’ Conference of
England & Wales.

We usually practise on Thursday evenings at 7pm for an hour in the Church and just before each
Sunday Mass.

To join the choir people can speak to me after 10am Sunday Mass or email me at:
vincent.mclaughlin@blueyonder.co.uk

We have continued to grow in numbers this year and are benefitting from some excellent singers
and musicians.

We have expanded our repertoire especially around singing the Mass most especially, The Mass
of Christ the Saviour and more members of the choir are singing the psalms.

We are always open to new singers and/or musicians, the only pre-requisite is that they have
enthusiasm and are willing to do their best with limited resources.

My thanks to all the members of the choir who sing on Sundays, Holy days of Obligations, special
events and give their time to attend practices and help to bring this important ministry to life in our
parish.

Vincent Mcl.aughlin
27th April 2025

The Liturgy Group.

The Constitution of the Sacred Liturgy (CSL, 10) states, “The liturgy is the summit towards which
the activity of the Church is directed; it is also the source from which all its power flows”.
Furthermore CSL 14 states “It is very much the wish of the Church that all faithful should be led to
take that full, conscious, and active part in liturgical celebrations which is demanded by the very
nature of the liturgy to which the Christian people, “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a redeemed people” (1Peter 2:9, 4-9) have a right and to which they are bound by reason
of their Baptism.”

The Liturgy Group meets twice a year to prepare and plan the various liturgies prescribed by the
Church throughout the liturgical year. We met in September 2024, before Advent, and then in
February 2025, before Lent. The group represents all the ministries involved in the delivery of our
parish liturgies. Membership is by invitation but any parishioner who wishes to help improve our
liturgies is very welcome to join.

The next year will again be one of learning for those involved in the liturgy. It is often cited that as
we give shape to the liturgy, the liturgy gives shape to us. | hope that we are able to pull more
people into preparing our parish liturgies over the next year. | also hope that the parish will take
the opportunity to engage in more evangelisation and catechesis, as these are integral to the
deepening of our faith and underpin all liturgy.

Vincent McLaughlin
271 April 2025



Welcoming Ushers Group — 2024 Report

We aim to have four Ushers available at each Sunday Mass, but on some
Sundays we now have only enough Volunteers for three. Please consider
joining us to welcome parishioners on Saturday evenings and Sunday
mornings. All that is needed is to have half an hour spare before Sunday Mass,
and 15 minutes afterwards, on one Sunday in every four. Anyone wanting to
help can see me Patrick Murrell after the APM meeting, or phone him on 01275
876914.

Name of Group:
N 100 Club

Purpose of the Group:
N Fund Raising

Description:

N Individual numbers available to purchase at a cost of £2 per
number per month (£24 per annum). New members are
always welcome.

N Monthly draw to be held in Greyfriars, Clevedon after the
10.00am Sunday Mass with prizes of £40, £20 and £10 plus
an additional annual prize draw of £150 in December.

N All profit accruing to the Club shall be used by the Parish
Priest for the needs of the Parish in consultation with the
Finance Committee

Note:

K

Balance held at Bank at start of the year on 01/01/2024 was
£6,465.65

Total Income for the year ending 31/12/2024 was £2,344.00
Total expenditure during the 2014 year was £3,154.00
Balance at Bank at year end on 31/12/2024 was £5,655.65
In consultation with Fr Reg and the Finance Committee the
club made a contribution of £1,920 toward the cost of
purchasing a new photocopier for the office (cost included in
the expenditure figure above)

eI

Martin & Suzanne O’'Neill
01934 527181
martinj.oneill@sky.com




Report for Greyfriars Friendship Club 2024 to 2025

The Greyfriars Friendship Club continues to meet on the third Thursday of every month in Greyfriars
Hall at 2pm. Our club is open to all denominations and particularly elderly, housebound and single
people. We usually welcome between thirty and forty guests each month for a talk/entertainment, a
delicious tea and plenty of chat. There is no charge but guests are invited to make a donation. Qur
members are contacted each month by a team member to see if they are able join us.

The team is made up of members of our Parish: John Fowler, Genevieve Vickery, Clare Somerton,
Joe Norman, Angela Mitchell, Basia & Vincent Mclaughlin, Chris & Mike Oplocky, Chris Harris, Mary
Baker, Paul & Maggie Stathers, Paul & Margaret Spindler. Our grateful thanks to Pat Quinn, one of
our founding members, who retired from the team in July.

Our programme this year was: Sep. Weston Ukulele Band; Oct. Cancelled; Nov. Deacon John gave
a talk about his life and vocation; Dec. Christmas Carols; Jan. Keep Fit with Jo; Feb. Lewis &
Furneaux ‘Flanders & Swann’; Mar. Ladye Bay Bell Ringers; Apr. Table 9 ‘Swinging Sixties’.

Please contact Paul Spindler 01275 874972 or any member of the team if you would like to help or
join us.

CHILDREN'S LITURGY REPORT

Children’s liturgy in run by five volunteers: Genevieve; Tessa; Shincy, Nick and Sarah. We are
responsible for teaching the message of God’s love. This is done by readings which mirror the

Mass and a discussion followed by an activity. The children’s work is often displayed on a board

placed near the lectern. i

The good news is that children’s liturgy is able to continue with the help of the volunteers and we
normally have around six to twelve children. We work on a rota basis, however, more volunteers
would be helpful due to the need to have two volunteers present each session for safe guarding
purposes.

Children’s liturgy takes place during term time and is held in Greyfriars during the 10.00 am
Sunday Mass. We are also responsible for the children’s table at the back of the church.

We mainly following The Complete Children’s Liturgy Book which covers every Sunday of the
Lectionary by Katie Thompson. This book is fairly old and it would be good to have some new
material.

It is anticipated that the number of children will decrease as following first holy communion, some
children have expressed a wish to altar-serve.

Should anyone wish to volunteer please contact Sarah lvaldi (contact Parish Office for her email
address).




Name of group:
First Holy Communion Group

Purpose of the group:
Guidance for 7 years + on the sacraments of First Confession and First Holy Communion
What do you typically do to fulfil the purpose?

Using discussion, role play, stories and written/picture work we follow a First Confession
and First Holy Communion Programme.

The new publication that we now draw on - “Making Things Right” and “Called to His
Supper”, written by Jeannine Timko Leichner and lllustrated by Kevin Davidson — is proving
to be successful. It is fairly straightforward and we were able to adapt our historic learning
pattering to fit with the new books.

When do you meet and how often?

The current programme typically starts in September and runs through to the beginning of
July, with usually one meeting a month, with maybe more around the actual sacraments in
March and June.

How do people find out more about the group (e.g. if thinking about joining)?

We advertise in the newsletter when the next programme is to start and also people ask at
the Parish Office for information and contact details. Otherwise by word of mouth and
speaking to Vick or June at mass.

What are your group’s plans for the coming year and is there anything else you would like
to highlight

We currently have eight children taking the programme and things are going well.

We do like to include the Parish and update them on what is happening with the group.
Most months we have a mass where the First Holy Communion children are involved.

This year we have resurrected the beautifully embroidered board, which was produced in
2000 by Anne-Marie Mitchell, and added leaves with the current children’s names on. This
is displayed in the church, to enable the Parish to keep the children in their prayers as they
prepare for the Sacraments of First Holy Confession and First Holy Communion. Each leaf
will be given to each child after the final service, each forming a badge for them to keep.

Vicki McHugh and June Woodcock
19 April 2025




| St Vincent SVP Report to the Parish Council for the
syp dePaulSociety AGM April 2025 =

England and Wales

Turning Concarn into Action

Our Mission: Support & Friendship: through person to person contact, we are
committed to respecting the dignity of those we assist and to fostering their
self respect. In provision of material and other support, we assume
confidentially at all times, and endeavour to establish relationships based on
trust and friendship.

Members: the conference has 6 full time members who are all active and
meet as a group every two weeks 7.00pm to 8.00pm on Tuesdays in the
Narthex.

Visiting: this is the main part of our work: visiting peopie in their own
homes, nursing homes, residential homes and occasionally in hospitals

Our work: Is almost entirely dependent on public support to carry out its
work. The money comes from public donations, Church collections, and
members’ contributions through private collections.

We have been able to provide financial support to 6 beneficiaries to provide
food and clothing and travel expenses. We are also in the process of helping
a Homeless Family to move into a house by providing furniture and bedding.
They are now settling in our area.

Twinnage: we now have two twinned Conferences in India, St. Sebastian
(Junior) and St Mary’s. They have received our financial support and our
treasurer is primarily responsible for writing letters and exchanging
information and photographs. (We have still managed to send funds to our
Twinnage Conferences)

We also have 1 Auxiliary member who will help us with fundraising and
events.

For anyone looking to join us or wish to have more information you can
contact me on 01934 832978 or contact the Parish Office

Carmel Wear
St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP)

htto://www.svp.org.uk




Flower Arranging Group — Report 2024

Purpose of the group: To provide floral decorations for the church to support the
prayer and worship life of our parish.

The Liturgy Office states, “The use of fresh flowers is encouraged as a way of
engaging in the beauty and dignity of celebration.”

We currently have a team of eight parishioners who arrange the flowers in our
church. These eight regular members are divided into three teams, and there is a
rota that covers the liturgical year, with the exception of Advent and Lent, when there
are no flowers in church. Typically, flowers are arranged on a Friday morning in
preparation for the weekend Masses.

The whole team comes together to arrange fiowers for key events such as
Christmas, Easter and First Holy Communion. We also prepare small bunches of
flowers to be distributed on Mother's Day. The group works with Christine Harris in
creating the Christmas Crib and the Easter Garden.

During 2024, the work of the team was supported by three ‘second collections.” The
March 2024 collection raised £223.07, an extra July 2024 collection raised £183.23
and the Christmas collection raised £180. We have also benefitted from additional
generous donations from parishioners throughout the year. This allows us to have
fresh flowers in the church for feast days and throughout church ordinary time.

In keeping with Pope Francis's message in “Laudato Si” and wanting to be as
environmentally friendly as possible, we now use a wider range of flower arranging
mechanics and only use biodegradable floral foam. We have received and welcome
donations of homegrown flowers or greenery from parishioners’ gardens, thus
reducing the carbon footprint of the flowers we use.

New members are always most welcome to join the group. If you are interested,
please email basia.mclaughlin@virginmedia.com or contact the parish office. Thank
you.

Basia McLaughlin

Busy Bees Toddler Group

The Busy Bees Toddler Group was relaunched last September after recruiting a group
of volunteers to run the sessions. It runs on Fridays from 10.30 am -11.30 am in
Greyfriars Hall during term time.

Numbers attending varies greatly. There has been one session with 8 parents plus
their children attending but the numbers can be as low as 1 or 2 parents plus
children.

The current volunteers are rostered on every 3rd week. Going forward, to make the
group more viable, more volunteers and advertising to raise awareness of the group
are to be locked into.



Friary Fayre 2024

It always fills me with and joy and gratitude as | reflect on yet another highly successful
Friary Fayre. It also amazes me at the profit made by a relatively small group of
devoted and in most cases, “getting on a bit” team members! The profit made was
once again a record. After expenses and costs the stallholders brought in over £3,600
and the Grand Draw Made £922. The grand total was £4,540.

It is most gratifying for the hard working stall holders to see the parishioners with
friends and families appearing on the day. We are regularly praised for the wonderful
atmosphere that the event creates. Please keep coming and keep supporting as the
parish would be all the poorer without the revenue made on the day.

The hire of the hall has remained the same for as many years as | can remember.
However, following discussions with the management of the Community Centre,
which is itself a Charity, it was agreed to continue to give us a discount, but the fee
will rise from £400 to £460 for 2025. This has been a great venue over many years
and it would be a tremendous shame were it to close. Perhaps a warning to all us
Clevedonians that our local facilities should enjoy our wholehearted support lest they
be lost forever.

Thanks should also go to our now regular fixture, the Portishead Concert band who
entertain us so well and certainly to Chanel and Caroline who while no longer still
being in the parish, give up them time to cook our internal BBQ. Unfortunately the
kitchen will not be available for next November. We are working on alternatives,
however and the Tea and coffee bar will be available as usual '

Please put Saturday 22" November in your diaries for our next Fayre. We really
would be most grateful to enlist fresh faces and new ideas.

Contact Paul Stathers if you have any thoughts , ideas or offers of help on
07929479265 or pistathers@amail.com '

Brass Cleaning Team

What a great morning of entertainment can be gained when working with this
evergreen team of friends and jesters. We only meet three times a year, but the
atmosphere created among us is great. Michael, Pat, Richard and the two Pauls
were joined by Jerry this year, but there is always a place for anyone who might like
to hecome a member of this illustrious team.

There is much to do in order to keep the brass shiny and fresh. Compliments have
often been made about the contribution made by the team to the upkeep of the
church.

A worthwhile , but not an arduous ministry awaits any prospective members. Please
contact Paul Stathers on 07929479265 or ptstathers@gmail.com
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4  GREYFRIARS PRAYER GROUP

- ﬂ | 2007 to 2024

PARISH MEETING REPORT 2025

Our Parish Prayer Group was revived early in 2007 following a short rest of
several years, after the Group at the Convent closed. Over the next 18 years
or so, the members met together to pray and praise God, to pray for the Sick
and House bound, for those who specifically asked for prayer for loved ones
or concerns. The people caught up in the many conflicts and natural disasters
were of course especially of concern.

During Covid, the Group kept in touch via email and phone, and used the
resources and encouragement of Parish and Diocesan information. On a few
occasions, we were blessed with “House Masses” which were held in a
number of homes.

Over these years some 35/40 people were members, a number now
deceased, and an average of 15/18 although in the last years, some have
become housebound.

For most of this time we met every week [except August], but for the last year
or more, we only met monthly; energy and arranging programs and some
transport needs, inhibited frequency.

It's a sadness when things come to an end, but that time has come for the
time being. The future of the Prayer Group lies with the Holy Spirit and
parishioners. Meanwhile it's time to thank Our Lord for all our Blessings
received and the Friendships made.

There a number of things happening in our Parish, and if we look out with
open minds, the Holy Spirit will surely encourage us and et us know the
Father's will for us to pursue.

Pat, Peter & Neil
pp Greyfriars Prayer Group




