Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Report to
the 2025 Annual Parish Meeting

Meetings

Since the last Annual Parish Meeting (APM) the PPC met in May and July 2024. The minutes from these
meetings are available on the Parish web-site under the Pastoral Council section
(https://www.clevedoncatholics.org.uk/parish)

Meetings were scheduled for September, November, January and March. These were cancelled because
of a lack of business.

Main outcomes from the PPC last year

The May PPC agreed a proposal to run a meeting for parishioners to enable them to express the pastoral
needs they discern for their specific demographics and cultural backgrounds. So far two parishioner
meetings (September ‘24 and February ‘25) have taken place under the title Parish Conversation in the
Spirit. Reports from each of these meetings are available on the Parish web-site.

Subsequently PPC members Anthony Palmer and Vincent McLaughlin met Fr Matt Anscombe to discuss
this initiative, share the thinking behind it and seek advice from Fr Matt given his role as Dean of our
Pastoral Area within the Diocese.

There were no actions arising from the July PPC other than to keep Fr Matt informed of our activities
seeking wider parishioner engagement.

Membership

At the time of writing, in addition to Fr Reg and Fr Antoine the PPC members are Anthony Palmer (chair),
Vincent MclLaughlin, Paul Stathers, Austin Davis and Tom Osman (secretary). Anthony will stand down as
chair at the APM. Traditionally a PPC would have up to 12 members. Fr Reg is keen to hear from
parishioners prepared to serve on the PPC.

The Future of the PPC

A PPC is not mandated in Canon Law, however it is strongly recommended by the Diocese that each
Parish should establish one. A key function of a PPC is to discern the pastoral needs of the parish. It is too
early to say whether the Parish Conversations in the Spirit will replace the PPC in doing this but the early
indications (in my opinion) are good.

Parishioners may see the PPC as having a wider role - but only those who come together to serve on the
PPC in the future will decide this with Fr Reg.

End Note



While the PPC may have been relatively quiescent over the last 12 months its members have not.
Notably Vincent has continued to lead the Church Choir and Liturgy Group as well as organising a series
of meetings exploring faith using the Sycamore resources. Paul Stathers continues to run the annual
Friary Fayre amongst other activities. And Anthony Palmer worked with a group of parishioners putting
together the Parish Conversations in the Spirit.
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