
The Parish Formation and Evangelisation 
Working Group 

Introduction 
Christianity is a faith rich in spirituality and deeply rooted history.  We find that the salvation offered by 

Jesus’ sacrifice gives meaning and purpose to our lives. Christ commands us to share His message with 

all people: to be the ‘salt of the earth’; to shine the light of our faith, not to hide it ‘under a bushel’. 

The teachings of the Roman Catholic Church1 guide us how to live our Christian lives in the closest union 

with Jesus.  

For many of us, Catholics and non-Catholics alike, the last formal education in Christianity was during our 

childhood and adolescence. Some of us may also have received instruction as adults in preparation for 

marriage or the baptism of our children.  Yet the simple faith we learned in preparation for the 

Sacraments only touches on the historical depth and spiritual mystery of Christ’s teaching.  There is so 

much more to discover, so many ways to deepen our faith! 

And having heard the good news why would we not want to share it? In Evangelii Nuntiandi (1975), Pope 

Paul VI famously said: “The Church exists in order to evangelise” (EN 14); and the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church is explicit about our personal duty and what we must do (Appendix 1). 

But evangelisation (see Appendix 2) can be so difficult on one's own, we may fear ridicule and hostility. 

Working together makes it easier; following the successful experiences of others shows us how to 

approach evangelisation without provoking anger or contempt. The Catechism reminds us that “The 

missionary task implies a respectful dialogue with those who do not yet accept the Gospel” (ccc856) 

The Purpose of the Working Group 
To fulfil our Parish Mission the Parish Pastoral Council is establishing this working group in order to plan 

and deliver opportunities through the year for:  

●​ Adult formation in Christ and the Catholic faith 

●​ Evangelisation 

●​ Supporting parents and grandparents in helping bring up their children in the Faith  

1 found in The Catechism of the Catholic Church, The Liturgy of the Word of God and The Eucharist, The 
Sacraments and Catholic Social Teaching, Sacred Art and The lives of Saints 



The Scope of its Work 
These opportunities will be provided for all people wishing to learn more about Christ and the teaching 

of the Catholic church. The activities will be organised for Clevedon, Yatton and the local villages.  

Membership 
The PPC will recruit members from people living in the parish and, ideally, the group will be composed of 

women and men from a wide range of ages, social and cultural backgrounds. 

Once established the group membership will determine how it operates, where, when and how often it 

meets.  

Authority 
The working group will operate under the auspices of the PPC to which it will report.  

The Parish Priest will authorise its proposed activities. 

Meeting Communication and links  
In planning its programme, the Working Group will consult with:  

●​ the established Parish Liturgy Group,  

●​ the Children’s Liturgy of the Word,  

●​ the Friars and the Deacon and 

●​ the Adult Education Service of Clifton Diocese.  

It will keep Churches Together in Clevedon (CTIC) informed of its plans and invite CTIC members to its 

activities. 

For more information contact 
 

Anthony Palmer 07517 286478 or email antpal11@gmail.com 

 

Drafted by Anthony Palmer and Vincent McLaughlin, for the PPC, January 2025 

 



Appendix 1 
Extract from the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

1.​ God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself, in a plan of sheer goodness, freely created man to 
make him share in his own blessed life. For this reason, at every time and in every place, God 
draws close to man. He calls man to seek him, to know him, to love him with all his strength. He 
calls together all men, scattered and divided by sin, into the unity of his family, the Church. To 
accomplish this, when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son as Redeemer and Savior. 
In his Son and through him, he invites men to become, in the Holy Spirit, his adopted children 
and thus heirs of his blessed life. 

2.​ So that this call should resound throughout the world, Christ sent forth the apostles he had 
chosen, commissioning them to proclaim the gospel: "Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the 
age."4 Strengthened by this mission, the apostles "went forth and preached everywhere, while 
the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by the signs that attended it."5 

3.​ Those who with God's help have welcomed Christ's call and freely responded to it are urged on 
by love of Christ to proclaim the Good News everywhere in the world. This treasure, received 
from the apostles, has been faithfully guarded by their successors. All Christ's faithful are called 
to hand it on from generation to generation, by professing the faith, by living it in fraternal 
sharing, and by celebrating it in liturgy and prayer.6 

 

1 Jn 17 3.​
2 1 Tim 2:3-4.​
3 Acts 4:12. 

4 Mt 28:19-20.​
5 Mk 16:20.​
6 Cf. Acts 2:42.​
 

Appendix 2 
 

The term ‘evangelise’ comes from Greek and means, ‘to announce Good News’. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that evangelisation is “The proclamation of Christ by word 

and testimony of life” (CCC 905).  

The witness of a holy life is not in itself enough; “The Good News proclaimed by the witness of life 

sooner or later has to be proclaimed by the word of life”:  Pope Paul VI  Evangelii Nuntiandi ( 22). 
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