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‘Intervention’ given by Fr Tony Baya on St Francis, Man of Peace  

 
At the Quakers’ spiritual meeting which was held on the evening of the Sunday, 20th of September,  
I introduced myself as a Franciscan as one who tries to follow in St Francis of Assisi’s footsteps, 
making reference to the habit I was wearing.  I gave the reason for my intervention as having been 
asked by Tom Leimdorfer, a Quaker of Jewish origin, to give a brief talk on the subject of peace on 
the occasion of the Jubilee Year of St Francis’ as it pertains to the 800th anniversary of his death on 
the 3rd of October 1226 at the Portiuncola, Assisi. The theme of the Spiritual meeting itself was in 
response to the UN International Day of Peace whose theme was: ‘Invest in Peace – for everyone, 
everywhere, every day’.   
 
The room to which we repaired was full of people of various denominations, among whom were 
also a few parishioners from our own Church and the Chapel of Sts Antony and Dunstan at Yatton. 
 
Francis a man for all seasons 
 
Francis is for me a man for all seasons not only for the Church but for the world of today too. The 
way of life he adopted is still relevant to us all today as it was in the past and will be in the future.  
But let me first of all say that Francis would be nothing today if it were not for Jesus Christ with 
whom he fell in love.  And it is this love for the Son of God which made him love his fellow human 
beings and fellow creatures, the animals as well as Creation as a whole.   
 
Today the world is faced by many dangers including AI, but the two imminent threats to our 
common home are wars and climate change which we and other parts of Europe have suffered 
from recently.   
 
Crusade: Peaceful man 
 
Francis was no stranger to war for he, who wanted to be a knight, had fought the Perugians and 
furthermore spent time in their prison. He was also involved in the Crusade without bearing arms. 
 
Mission of peace 
 
Francis had it revealed to him by God that the Christians would be defeated if they attacked the 
Muslims, and so Francis decided to go and see the Sultan Malik al-Kamil at Damietta together with 
Brother Illuminato on a mission of peace where he talked about Jesus.  He also proposed that the 
Sultan and he both walk on a charcoal fire to see whether Jesus or Mohammed, if called upon, 
would protect them but the Sultan refused to take up the challenge. Malik al-Kamil, however did 
listen to that shabbily dressed friar with worn-out sandals and at the end of several days stay 
graciously gave him safe passage back to the Crusader camp.  As it turned out, true to God’s word, 
the Christians were decimated. 
 
Reconciliation of the Mayor with the Bishop of Assisi 

 



 
Francis also reconciled Bishop Guido of Assisi and the city's Mayor.  When a bitter dispute arose 
between them leading to mutual hostility and a breakdown in civic and religious harmony, the man 
of peace sent his friars to the Mayor to urge him meet at the Bishop’s residence.  There the friars 
were to sing the Canticle of Creatures with a special verse added to it about those who forgive 
each other.   As a result the Mayor and the Bishop of Assisi each accepted his own faults and kissed 
and made up. 
 
Francis, an understanding person 
 
Francis was also successful at making peace between people and animals. The legend of Gubio 
tells us how he tamed the fierce wolf of Gubio which terrorised the villagers and devoured their 
sheep.  Understanding the wolf’s need - hunger - Francis made a pact between Brother wolf and 
the villagers. In a pact that saw the wolf placing his paw in Francis’ hand, the wolf promised not to 
terrorise the people any more or attack their sheep if the villagers fed it by nodding its head. When 
Brother wolf died the villagers were sad because it reminded them of Francis. 
 
Reconciliation of Creatures and man  
 
It was near the end of his life, that Francis, almost blind from crying his Master’s Passion, wrote the 
Canticle of Creatures.  In this well-known Canticle Francis calls the elements of creation brother 
and sister.  The lesson that Francis teaches us here is that we should not abuse our brothers and 
sisters.  But we didn’t listen and so now we shouldn’t be surprised that Mother Nature, abused 
and estranged as she has been, is taking her revenge in our day by unleashing Climate Change 
causing much suffering particularly to the poor nations who have had to quit their homes near the 
sea. 
 
Return to paradise? 
 
In a Canticle which echoes Isaiah’s prophecy of a paradisiac world where “The cow and the bear 
shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s 
den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain”, we have failed miserably to protect 
our home and particularly the poor. 
 
Today we are a long way from our aspiration of that yearned-for paradisiac world.  In wanting no 
more than his immediate needs, Francis shows us how to live in order to make this home of ours 
habitable for everybody.  If we follow the example of his way of life, then maybe we will have 
peace among nations and live in harmony.  
 
Praying the Canticle of St Francis  
 
To finish, and with the permission of Tom Leimdorfer, the Chair of the Meeting (I had already 
exceeded the 7 minutes’ talk) I prayed the Canticle of Brother Sun and Sister Moon. 
 

 

 



Canticle of Creatures: 
 

Most High, all-powerful, good Lord, 
Yours are the praises, the glory, and the honour, and all blessing. 

To You alone, Most High, do they belong, and no human is worthy to mention Your name. 
 

Praised be You, my Lord, with all Your creatures, especially  
Sir Brother Sun, who is the day and through whom You give us light. 

And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendour; 
and bears a likeness of You, Most High One. 

 
Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars, 

in heaven You formed them clear and precious and beautiful. 
 

Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Wind, 
and through the air, cloudy and serene, and every kind of weather, 

through whom You give sustenance to Your creatures. 
 

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Water, 
who is very useful and humble and precious and chaste. 

 
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Fire, 

through whom You light the night, and he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong. 
 

Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us, and who 
produces various fruits with coloured flowers and herbs. 

 
Praised be You, my Lord, through those who give pardon for Your love, 

and bear infirmity and tribulation. 
Blessed are those who endure in peace, 

for by You, Most High, shall they be crowned. 
 

Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death, from whom no living man can escape. 
Woe to those who die in mortal sin. 

Blessed are those whom death will find in Your most holy will, for the second death shall do them 
no harm. 

 
Praise and bless my Lord and give Him thanks 

and serve Him with great humility. 
Epilogue 
 
The meeting was followed by refreshments during which quite a few people told me how they had 
appreciated the talk I had given.  Many told Tom Leimdorfer after I had left how much they had 
appreciated the meeting and in particular my intervention on our founder St Francis so much so 
that Tom would, the following day, write to tell me how much he had appreciated the talk himself 
and relayed on to me what others had said about it.  Yes, St Francis is a man for all seasons and for 
all time.  Praise be Our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 
Fr Tony Baya, Parish Priest 

 



A report on the service and the other formal reflections 
 
Tom Leimdorfer welcomed all present and those joining online. He reminded us that the main 
theme of the UN International Day of Peace this year is ‘Invest in Peace – for everyone, 
everywhere, every day’ 
 
Lynda Mills (Quaker Meeting) read ‘Spiritual basis of our Peace Testimony’  Gordon Matthews 
(2010). The reading is given below. 
 
Margaret and Preben Andersen (Methodist Church) gave a reading from Revd Lord Donald Soper 
with reflections, including Preben’s memory of meeting Lord Soper and hearing him give an 
inspiring address on dedicating lives to the cause of peace-making. The reading is given below. 
 
Fr Tony Baya reminded us that it is the 800th anniversary of the death of St Francis, man of peace 
and reconciliation as well as caring for the environment. Fr Tony’s reflection on St Francis is given 
below. 
 
Jonathan Edwards (Quaker Meeting and Buddhist community) shared some aspects of the 
teaching Thich Nhat Hanh and his work for reconciliation. 
 
During the period of silent worship, there were words of brief ministry, including Martin Young 
reminding us of the words of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. There followed a short chorus of sung 
ministry of dedication to be followers of Jesus. 
 
Tom Leimdorfer recalled the ecumenical initiative of Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation 
(JPIC) and read a short passage from Pat Saunders (1987). The reading is given below. 
 
After the conclusion of the meeting for worship, Rosemary Bragawanath shared with us the 
experience of being part of the ‘Walking Vigil for Peace’ in London the previous day which started 
with a time of worship on Victoria Embankment and ended with a time of worship at St. Martin’s 
In the Field. 
 
During notices, we heard that there will be Open Day on the 10th October at both the Quaker 
Meeting and at the Church of the Immaculate Conception (The Friary) 
There followed an informal time of fellowship over tea/coffee and cakes. 
  

 

 



Reflection by Gordon Matthews on the spiritual basis of Quaker peace testimony 
read by Lynda Mills (Quaker Meeting) 
 
Our Quaker peace testimony arises out of the conviction that there is a “life and power that takes 

away the occasion of all wars.” Dwelling in the life and power involves opening ourselves to the 

Inward Light, allowing the Light to shine into all the dark corners where we might find occasion for 

attacking those who have hurt us. 

As we dwell in the life and power, we grow in reverence for life. We recognise that there is “that of 

God in everyone” and this leads us to renounce violence. We may even adopt the Gandhian 

principle of ahimsa or “non-harm” in relation to all living beings. Reverence for life leads us not 

only to avoid doing harm to living beings, but also to nurture life. We not only refuse to kill people, 

we nurture ourselves and others. This conscientious affirmation of the worth of every human 

being is the other side of the coin of our conscientious objection to killing people. 

We open our eyes to the many forms of violence around us, including the “structural violence” of 

economic injustice, institutional racism, discrimination against women, and cultural oppression. 

We open our eyes to the seeds of war in our own hearts and in our own lives. We nurture the 

seeds of peace by responding to hatred, violence and bitterness with acts of love, kindness and 

forgiveness. 

Our faith enables us to work for peace and justice through active nonviolence, using the kind of 

imaginative actions that Jesus proposed in his Sermon on the Mount. 

Whenever we are able to respond to conflict creatively and live in peace with each other in spite of 

our differences, there is cause for celebration.  But it is the promptings of love and truth in our 

hearts during a gathered meeting for worship which are the primary spiritual basis of our peace 

testimony. Peace grows, as we dwell in that life and power and are obedient to the promptings of 

love and truth in our hearts. We can be confident that we will be led to live our lives in such a way 

that we ourselves become a testimony to peace. We can expect to be led as individuals to engage 

in particular forms of peacemaking. 

Gordon Matthews, 14 October 2010 

 

Revd Lord Donald Soper on renouncing war read by Margaret Andersen (Methodist 

Church) 

“War is an element in a society, it is part of a system, the output of institutions that are inseparable 

from the use of armed forces. To renounce war must therefore involve the dismantling of the 

social and economic structure which not only encourages it but also demands it. By the same 

token peace too is part of a system, the output of institutions which depend on the use of 

nonviolent means. Peace is the fruit of justice and can grow on no other tree. It is impossible to 

graft it on to a society which is unjust. The rejection of war must go hand in hand with the 

rejection of the systems which have required war as a continuation of politics by other means.”

 



 
 

Pat Saunders (1987) - making peace with the planet, read by Tom Leimdorfer  

We seem to be at a turning point in human history. We can choose life or watch the planet become 

uninhabitable for our species. Somehow, I believe that we will pass through this dark night of our 

planetary soul to a new period of harmony with the God that is to be found within each of us, and 

that S/he will inspire renewed confidence in people everywhere, empowering us all to co-operate 

to use our skills, our wisdom, our creativity, our love, our faith – even our doubts and fears – to 

make peace with the planet. Strengthened by this fragile faith, empowered by the Spirit within, I 

dare to hope. 

Pat Saunders, 1987 

 

*************************************************ENDS************************************************** 

 

 

 


	‘Intervention’ given by Fr Tony Baya on St Francis, Man of Peace  
	 
	Tom Leimdorfer welcomed all present and those joining online. He reminded us that the main theme of the UN International Day of Peace this year is ‘Invest in Peace – for everyone, everywhere, every day’ 
	Lynda Mills (Quaker Meeting) read ‘Spiritual basis of our Peace Testimony’  Gordon Matthews (2010). The reading is given below. 
	 
	Margaret and Preben Andersen (Methodist Church) gave a reading from Revd Lord Donald Soper with reflections, including Preben’s memory of meeting Lord Soper and hearing him give an inspiring address on dedicating lives to the cause of peace-making. The reading is given below. 
	Fr Tony Baya reminded us that it is the 800th anniversary of the death of St Francis, man of peace and reconciliation as well as caring for the environment. Fr Tony’s reflection on St Francis is given below. 
	Jonathan Edwards (Quaker Meeting and Buddhist community) shared some aspects of the teaching Thich Nhat Hanh and his work for reconciliation. 
	During the period of silent worship, there were words of brief ministry, including Martin Young reminding us of the words of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. There followed a short chorus of sung ministry of dedication to be followers of Jesus. 
	Tom Leimdorfer recalled the ecumenical initiative of Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC) and read a short passage from Pat Saunders (1987). The reading is given below. 
	 
	After the conclusion of the meeting for worship, Rosemary Bragawanath shared with us the experience of being part of the ‘Walking Vigil for Peace’ in London the previous day which started with a time of worship on Victoria Embankment and ended with a time of worship at St. Martin’s In the Field. 
	During notices, we heard that there will be Open Day on the 10th October at both the Quaker Meeting and at the Church of the Immaculate Conception (The Friary) 
	There followed an informal time of fellowship over tea/coffee and cakes. 
	  
	 
	Reflection by Gordon Matthews on the spiritual basis of Quaker peace testimony read by Lynda Mills (Quaker Meeting) 
	 
	Revd Lord Donald Soper on renouncing war read by Margaret Andersen (Methodist Church) 
	“War is an element in a society, it is part of a system, the output of institutions that are inseparable from the use of armed forces. To renounce war must therefore involve the dismantling of the social and economic structure which not only encourages it but also demands it. By the same token peace too is part of a system, the output of institutions which depend on the use of nonviolent means. Peace is the fruit of justice and can grow on no other tree. It is impossible to graft it on to a society which is unjust. The rejection of war must go hand in hand with the rejection of the systems which have required war as a continuation of politics by other means.” 
	Pat Saunders (1987) - making peace with the planet, read by Tom Leimdorfer  

